
 

26 June 2020        

A Letter to the Telegraph from the Heritage Sector 

 

Sir, 

The creative arts will eventually be kick-started and we long for that. We are a creative nation. What might be harder to kick-start are the places, the 

objects and skills which reflect our historic creativity. Heritage is a public benefit. 

The Heritage sector directly employs around 200,000 people, engages with over 700,000 volunteers, and contributes nearly £30 billion to the national 

economy every year, as well as offering places where people can be inspired and happy. 

It is vital to sustaining our tourism and creative industries and in promoting our soft influence around the world. People come here for Stonehenge, historic 

houses, castles, museums, and landscapes as well as for theatres. Heritage is not just old stuff. As recent controversies demonstrate, things that possess 

antiquity retain a potent ability to engage with each succeeding generation, providing a bridge to the past whilst offering themselves to new 

interpretations. 

We are grateful to the Government Department (DCMS) charged with championing the work of our sector. May the case being made to the Treasury 

prevail. If the contents of a museum or a medieval church or an historic property are sold and dispersed, they will never return; maintenance may become 

impossible. That would be a truly irreparable loss to our ability to understand who we are. We are in danger of losing the backdrop to our lives. 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Ainsworth, Chair of The Heritage Alliance 

Further details of the sector’s Asks in relation to the Covid crisis can be found in this summary. 

 

 

https://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/THA-Key-Asks-24-June-2020.pdf


First Name Last Name Role Organisation 

Peter  Ainsworth Chair The Heritage Alliance 

Peter  Aiers Chief Executive Churches Conservation Trust 

John  Barnes Chief Executive Historic Royal Palaces  

Sarah  Beeny  Building Expert and Broadcaster 
 

James  Birch Chairman Historic Houses 

Sir Ian  Blatchford Chair National Museum Directors’ Council 

Tim  Carroll Chairman Allchurches Trust 

Becky  Clark Director of Churches and Cathedrals The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England 

Bernard  Donoghue Director Association of Leading Visitor Attractions   

Paul  Drury President Society of Antiquaries 

James  Grierson Chair Institute of Conservation 

Loyd Grossman Chairman The Royal Parks 

Prof Simon Heffer Historian Buckingham University 

Sir Gerald Howarth President UK Historic Aircraft Association 

Norman  Hudson  Chairman Historic Houses Foundation 

Sir Simon Jenkins Former Chairman of the National Trust  

Dr Anna  Keay Director Landmark Trust 

Andrew  Lovett Chair Association of Independent Museums 

Kate  Mavor Chief Executive English Heritage 

Neil MacGregor Former Director of the British Museum  

Matthew  Mckeague CEO Architectural Heritage Fund  

Tim  Parker Chair National Trust 

Richard  Parry Chief Executive Canal and River Trust 

Dr Janina  Ramirez Art Historian and BBC documentary maker University of Oxford 

Neil  Redfern Executive Director Council for British Archaeology 

Professor Alice  Roberts Academic and TV Presenter University of Birmingham 

Rt Hon Lord Chris  Smith Chairman Art Fund and Ex-Secretary Of State 

Dan Snow Historian and Broadcaster  



Su-Mei  Thompson CEO Media Trust 

Stuart  Wilkinson Chairman National Transport Trust 

Anna Whitelock Head of History and Broadcaster Royal Holloway College, University of London 

Simon  Ablett Cathedral Architect at Portsmouth Ablett Architects 

Claire  Appleby Architecture Adviser Theatres Trust 

Andrew  Arrol Cathedral Architect York Minster 

Nicholas  
Ashley-Cooper, Earl of 
Shaftesbury 

Patron Ragged School Museum 

Nicholas  Barber CBE Trustee Historic Houses Foundation 

Keitch C  Barley MBE Director 
Barley Studios Ltd, 
Stained Glass Conservation 

Philip  Barrand Director Martin Johnson & Co (York) Ltd 

Alexander  Barron Chief Executive West Dean College of Arts and Conservation 

Tony  Barton Chairman Donald Insall Associates 

Dr James  Bartos Chair The Gardens Trust  

Professor Ian  Baxter Trustee & Heritage academic The Heritage Alliance & Heriot-Watt University 

Diana  Beattie Chairman London Historic Buildings Trust  

Mark  Beattie-Edwards Chief Executive Nautical Archaeology Society 

Helen Bonser-Wilton Chief Executive Mary Rose Trust 

Andrew  Boyce Director Ferrey & Mennim Architects 

Michelle  Boyle Marketing Manager  McMonagle Stone 

Stephen  Bradley Chair William Morris Society 

Chris  Brayne Chief Executive Wessex Archaeology 

Pat  Brearey Secretary Friends of the Alexandra Palace Theatre 

Paul  Bridle Director Visit Heritage 

Andrew  Brown Director 
Brown and Ralph Ltd Stonemasonry and 
Restoration 

Tim  Bryan Chair 
Association of British Transport & Engineering 
Museums (ABTEM) 



Jane  Buxey Chief Executive Stone Federation Great Britain 

Fiona  Cairns Director Suffolk Preservation Society 

John  Carman Senior Lecturer in Heritage Valuation 
Ironbridge International Institute for Cultural 
Heritage, University of Birmingham 

Oliver  Caroe 
Surveyor to the Fabric of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London 

Caroe Architecture Ltd 

Gordon  Cartwright  Managing Director Go-Wright Ltd 

Andrew  Catto AA Dip RIBA President  Association of Consultant Architects 

Kelley  Christ Cathedral Architect St Albans, Southwark and Coventry 

Roy Clare CBE DL Chair Chelmsford Cultural Development Trust 

Dr Tim  Cockrell Freelance Archaeologist None 

Phil  Coffey Director Coffey Architects 

Dr James  Cole Archaeology Lecturer  University of Brighton 

Chris  Cotton Cathedral Architect  Durham Cathedral 

Christopher  Cotton RIBA AABC Honorary Secretary Cathedral Architects Association 

Ben  Cowell Director General Historic Houses 

Dr Oliver  Cox 
Heritage Engagement Fellow and Co-Lead of 
Oxford University Heritage Network 

University of Oxford 

Nick  Cox Architect Nick Cox Architects 

Tony  Crouch Chairman World Heritage UK 

Dr Chris  Cumberpatch Freelance Archaeologist None 

Alan  Cunningham Managing Director Cunningham Stone Masonry Limited 

James  Dalton Director Heritage Conservation Restoration Ltd 

Debbie  Dance  Chair Historic Chapels Trust  

John  Darlington Executive Director World Monuments Fund Britain 

Erica  Davies Director Ragged School Museum 

Tim  Davies  Tourism Consultant  Copper Phoenix  

Caroline  Davison Director Norfolk Archaeological Trust 



Linda  DeHavilland Office Manager Ammonite Projects Limited 

Benjamin Derbyshire Chair, HTA Design LLP 
Immediate Past President RIBA, 
Historic England Commissioner 

Brian  Dixon National Secretary Aviation Heritage UK 

Philip  Dixon Cathedral Archaeologist Southwell Minster 

Sarah  Dowd Managing Director Tricolor Associates 

Michael  Drury Cathedral Architect Westminster Cathedral 

Michael Duffy Managing Director  Pavehall Plc  

Peter  Dunn Managing Director Weldon Stone Enterprises Ltd 

Christopher  Dyson Architect  Chris Dyson Architects  

Natasha  Eden Chief Operating Officer  Black Country Living Museum 

Neil  Edwards Chief Executive The Inland Waterways Association 

Wally Epton Chairman UK Historic Aircraft Association 

Bob  Evans Chair Friends of the Newport Ship 

Carlin  Fier Head of Brand and Placemaking  Battersea Power Station 

Ian  Flint Chief Executive Officer Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome 

Kirsten  Forrest Curatorial Manager Alexandra Palace 

Rosie Fraser Vice Chairman London Historic Buildings Trust 

Dr Jennifer M.  Freeman OBE Chair 
Waltham Abbey Royal Gunpowder Mills Operating 
Company (Charitable) Ltd 

Ron  Fulton CEng FRAeS Technical Director Boscombe Down Aviation Collection 

Dr Mike  Galer CEO/General Manager 
Crich Tramway Village, home of the National 
Tramway Museum 

Matthias  Garn Master Mason Matthias Garn & Partners 

Paul  Garwood Senior Lecturer in Archaeology University of Birmingham 

Keith  Gibbins Director British Two Stroke Club 

Lizzie  Glithero-West Chief Executive The Heritage Alliance 

Simon  Goude Director The Ethical Stone Company 

Dr John  Gough Chair York Minster Fabric Advisory Committee 



Richard  Griffiths Architect for Ragged School Museum Richard Griffiths Architects 

Niall  Hammond Vice Chair Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway CIO 

Matthew  Hawker Director of Mining The Bath Stone Group Limited 

Giles  Heap Managing Director CED Stone Group 

Christopher  Heaps  Chairman Helston Railway Preservation Society 

Prof Simon Heffer Historian Buckingham University 

Helen  Hewitt Chief Executive British Woodworking Federation 

Dr Mike  Heyworth MBE Freelance consultant Heyworth Heritage 

Rod  Hill Group Operations Director Architectural Stone 

Professor John  Hines Professor of Archaeology Cardiff University 

James  Hooper UK Director Global Heritage Fund 

Anne  Hughes Chair Vintage Aircraft Club 

Cath  Hume CEO AMA 

Kurt  Janson Director Tourism Alliance 

Andrew  Jardine Trustee Historic Houses Foundation 

The Very Revd Dr 
Jeffrey  

John Dean St Albans Cathedral 

Gavin  Johns Chairman  Swanage Railway 

Richard  Jones Senior Lecturer in Archaeology Glasgow University 

Jonathan  Jones-Pratt Chairman West Somerset Railway 

Jane  Kennedy Cathedral Architect Purcell Architecture 

Robert  Kilgour Hon Chair Cathedral Architects Association 

Mary  King  Chair Shropshire Parks and Gardens Trust 

Florian  Kirchertz Managing Director London Stone Conservation Ltd 

Faith  Kitchen Heritage Director Ecclesiastical Insurance  

Simon  Knight, DL Chairman Sussex Heritage Trust 

Naomi  Korn Managing Director Naomi Korn Associates 

Scilla  Latham Company Secretary Norfolk Churches Trust 



John A  Lawson Chair 
Association of Local Government Archaeological 
Officers: UK (ALGAO:UK) 

Dr James  Lewis Contributory International Professor Author & Broadcaster 

Dr Julian  Litten Chair Building Crafts & Conservation Foundation 

Nigel  Llewellyn Chair National Heritage Science Forum 

Garry  Lloyd Company Director Lloyd & Smith Limited 

Richard Lord Faulkner of Worcester President Heritage Railway Association 

Jonathan  Louth St George’s RC Cathedral Architect Jonathan Louth Architects 

Michael  Lunch Trustee National Transport Trust 

John  Maddison Trustee Norfolk Churches Trust 

Dr Richard  Madgwick Archaeology lecturer Cardiff University 

Simon  Malam Chair 
AABC Register of Architects Accredited in Building 
Conservation  

Luke  March  Chairman  National Churches Trust  

Caroline  Marcus Chair  GEM Group for Education in Museums  

Simon  Marsh Chairman Kent and East Sussex Railway 

Judith  Martin Trustee Heritage Trust Network 

Ronald  McAllister Company Director McAllister Masonry Ltd 

Lady  McAlpine President Transport Trust 

David  McDonald Chair Institute of Historic Building Conservation 

Beth  McHattie Trustee Churches Conservation Trust 

Sue  Medway Director Chelsea Physic Garden 

Ankur  Mehra Managing Director  Strata Stones Ltd  

Hugh  Merrell Managing Director Merrell Publishers Ltd 

Jim  Mitchell Chair Association for Heritage Interpretation  

Jamie  Moore Managing Director Recclesia Ltd 

David  Morgan Chairman Maritime Heritage Trust 

Rachel  Morley Director Friends of Friendless Churches 



Robert  Moye Chair Ragged School Museum 

Barry  Munday Dip Arch RIBA Trustee Temple Bar Trust 

Peter  Murray Chairman New London Architecture 

Jeremy Musson Editor The Victorian Magazine 

Camilla  Nichol Chief Executive United Kingdom Antarctic Heritage Trust 

Prof. Paul T.  Nicholson Chair Cardiff University 

Stephanie  Norris Architect Stephanie Norris Architects 

Jenny  Nunn CEO Seaton Tramway 

Steve  Oates Chief Executive Heritage Railway Association 

Peter  Ovenstone Vice-Chairman 
ABTEM Assoc of British Transport & Engineering 
Museums 

Valerie  Owen Le Vaillant OBE Master  Worshipful Company of Chartered Architects 

Prof Alastair  Owens Trustee Ragged School Museum 

Marcus  Paine President Stone federation GB 

Tracey  Parkinson General Manager East Lancashire Railway 

Richard  Pavlou Managing Director Stone Technical Services Ltd 

Rick  Peacock-Edwards Past President UK Historic Aircraft Association 

Oliver  Pearcey  Chair Kew Bridge Engines Trust 

Hannah  Phillip Programme Director Gibbons 300, Grinling Gibbons Society 

Effie  Photos-Jones Director 
Scottish Analytical Services for Art & Archaeology, 
Glasgow 

Dr Robert  Pleming Chairman Aviation Heritage UK 

Prof. Joshua  Pollard Academic archaeologist University of Southampton 

John  Prevc Principal HOK  

Chris  Price General Manager and Vice-chairman  
North Yorkshire Moors Railway and Heritage 
Railway Association  

David  Price Secretary to Trustees Historic Houses Foundation 

Delisia  Price  Chair Tin Tabernacle London NW6 

Luke  Purser Co-founder & director Hawkwood International 



Geoffrey  Purves Trustee Temple Bar Trust 

Elfan Ap  Rees Chair Helicopter Museum 

Graeme  Renton RIBA AABC President EASA 

David  Roberts Archaeology lecturer Cardiff University 

John  Robertson Director John Robertson Architects 

John  Rushworth Managing Director  Restore London Limited 

John  Russell Managing Director Mather and Ellis Ltd 

Alireza  Sagharchi RIBA FRSA Principal Stanhope Gate Architecture  

Ian  Salisbury Cathedral Architect Leicester 

Florian  Schweizer CEO The Arts Society 

Kim  Shaw Acting General Manager Nene Valley Railway 

Brian  Simpson Chairman Heritage Railway Association 

Dana  Skelley Chair The Brunel Museum 

Martin  Slader Finance Director Lynton & Lynmouth Cliff Railway 

William Jack  Snape Specialist Registrar The Royal Institute of British Architects 

Dr Nicola  Stacey Director Heritage of London Trust 

Mary-Alice  Stack Chief Executive Creative United 

Martin  Stancliffe Chair 
York Consortium for Conservation and 
Craftsmanship 

Sarah  Staniforth President Emeritus International Institute for Conservation 

Louise  Stewart CEO Alexandra Park and Palace Charitable Trust 

Neville  Taylor Trustee The Cinema Theatre Association 

Dominic  Taylor-Lane Founder & MD Assoc of Heritage Engineers 

Louise  Thomas  Executive Director Historic Towns and Villages Forum 

Luke  Tozer Director Pitman Tozer Architects Ltd 

Rachel  Tranter  Director  GEM Group for Education in Museums  

Holly  Trusted Honorary Senior Research Fellow Pau and Albert Museum 

Steve  Turner Managing Director Amarestone 

Sir Brian  Unwin Chair British Napoleonic Bicentenary Trust 



Alex Walker Chair British Association of Friends of Museums 

Claire  Walker Chief Executive National Churches Trust 

Peter  Waller Secretary Online Transport Archive 

Alex  Ward Director Boden and Ward Stonemasons Ltd 

Timothy  Wardley Chair National Piers Society 

Lisa  Watson Chair London Parks & Gardens Trust 

Hugh  Wedderburn Hon. Secretary Master Carver Association 

David  Whale Chairman Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs Ltd 

Professor James  Whitley Professor of Archaeology Cardiff University  

The Revd. Prof. 
William  

Whyte Chairman Oxford Preservation Trust 

Dr Helen  Wickstead Course Director, Museum and Gallery Studies Kingston School of Art, Kingston University 

Richard  Williams Cathedral architect Williams Architecture 

Guy  Wilson Chair Ripon Cathedral Fabric Advisory Committee 

Magnus von  Wistinghausen Trustee Ragged School Museum 

Chris  Woods Director National Conservation Service 

Carol  Woolner Exec Committee member The Bedford Park Society 

Gill  Wright Founder Historic Pools of Britain 

Alice  Yates Vice Chairman  London Historic Buildings Trust  

Robert  Yorke Chair Joint Nautical Archaeology Policy Committee 

 


