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Alan C Scott 
National Planning Policy Framework 
Department for Communities and Local Government 
Zone 1/H6, Eland House, 
Bressenden Place 
London SW1E 5DU

14 October 2011

Dear Mr Scott

The Heritage Alliance response to the NPPF consultation

The Heritage Alliance is the largest coalition of non-government heritage interests in England. It brings together over 90 major and predominantly national bodies from specialist advisers, practitioners and managers, volunteers and owners, to national funding bodies and organisations leading regeneration and access initiatives. They are supported in turn by thousands of local groups and over 5 million members, with a huge volunteer input at all levels.  

Together these organisations own, manage and care for the vast majority of England’s heritage. Their specialist knowledge and expertise across a huge range of issues - from planning to visitor management - is a valuable national resource, much of which is contributed on a voluntary basis for public benefit. They also demonstrate the continuing power of heritage to inspire civic engagement and social responsibility.

As the representative body, we convened special meetings of our Spatial Planning Advocacy Group and then a wider and well-attended Members’ Forum in order to draw up our response. While many of our members will be responding from their own specialist perspective, our response identifies the consensus - supporting the strong agreement through the independent heritage movement - that the NPPF as it stands does not substantiate the statement about cherishing the spirit of place made in the Foreword.

Our main concern is that the social, cultural and environmental aspects of the Government vision of sustainable development are underplayed. We were pleased to read Baroness Hanham’s statements in the House of Lords on 12 and 13 October about balance of the presumption in favour of sustainable development against other policies in the draft NPPF. However, as drafted, the presumption in favour of sustainable development takes precedence over all other policies, including those which protect the historic environment. The language and wording of the NPPF needs to be changed to make this balance absolutely clear to users of the system, policymakers, the planning tribunals and the courts. 

The Heritage Alliance believes heritage is a powerful force 
in the 21st century. It stimulates economic growth and brings 
multiple benefits to individuals and communities. It provides 
a sustainable foundation for the renewal of local areas and 
is a significant contributor to UK tourism. Heritage is valued 
for its own sake by people across all parts of society, 
so much so that it is integral to our well-being. It is key to understanding our national and local distinctiveness, inviting curiosity and enjoyment, and building community spirit. 

The planning system has a vital function in protecting and enhancing our environment - both historic and natural - for future generations. It balances long term public benefit 
with short-term interests. We do not believe that it acts as a brake on development but that it guides appropriate development in appropriate areas. Our tourism industry, the 
UK's third largest export industry, is heavily dependent on our heritage of castles and cathedrals but just as strongly on the townscapes and landscapes in between. While PPS5 acknowledged the wider value of our historic environment, this does not come through as strongly in the current draft of the NPPF.  

Our detailed response (also attached) follows the online format. We very much hope that this consultation will help Government shape a Planning Framework that does not result in any diminution of protection for the historic environment. We would be pleased to take part in any further discussions and consultations to achieve a fair and workable planning framework. 
Yours sincerely

Kate Pugh

Chief Executive
