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	Friday 7 october 2011

	The Heritage Alliance is the largest alliance of heritage interests in the UK, representing 91 member organisations, with the aim of promoting the central role of the non-Government movement in the heritage sector. Heritage Update is our voice; to, and for, the sector. It is estimated that Update reaches approximately 12,000 mailboxes in the UK and internationally; with readers as far afield as Abu Dhabi, Antarctica, Istanbul and California. For more information visit www.theheritagealliance.org.uk
The Heritage Alliance is grateful to Donald Insall Associates for its support as our Heritage Update Sponsor 
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NPPF debate continues as consultation deadline looms

Another fortnight, another raft of commentary on the future of the Government’s draft National Planning Policy Framework. The best way to keep up with the fast-moving debate as it happens is via Twitter using the hashtag #NPPF; or see the National Trust’s planning blog for a round up of press covering all sides of the debate.

Eyebrows were raised at the weekend when the cabinet minister Francis Maude described the concerns of our members the Trust and CPRE, shared by hundreds of thousands of people across the country, as “b****cks”, stating that he has no sympathy with their position. The National Trust described the outburst as "the latest in a string of insults" and The Daily Telegraph’s editorial suggested that Mr Maude’s contribution to the debate “suggests the consultation is a sham.” In their speeches at this week’s Conservative Party Conference Eric Pickles, Greg Clark and Oliver Letwin all insisted the Government was in listening mode.

On Monday The Times claimed that “Ministers believe that the only way to appease the furious reaction among core Tory voters is to produce a new version of the document.” On Tuesday DCLG Minister Bob Neill told the Daily Telegraph that Government was “genuinely prepared to listen” and that the document would be “improved” so that “by the end of the year we will be in a very different place”. But Property Week magazine reported that at a private reception with developers that same evening Mr Neill is understood to “have sternly refuted claims in a national newspaper that the policy is likely to undergo a substantial rewrite.” 

Potential changes mooted include an 18 month “transition period” to give councils more time to draw up local development plans, and a requirement for councils to try to build on brown-field or previously developed sites before greenfield land. The requirement that forces councils to plan for enough housing to support five years of building is apparently being reconsidered.

The consultation is open until 17 October – submit your response here. The Heritage Alliance’s response will be published here shortly. Many of our members have been busily pitching in to the NPPF debate – recent web responses have been rounded up here. If your response isn’t listed, please email your web link to Emma Robinson. Back
The Localism Bill: Alliance amendments laid before the Lords

The Localism Bill returns to the House of Lords for the continuation of its report stage on 10 and 12 October, when the planning chapter of the Bill is expected to be debated. 
The Alliance’s amendments - which cover recognition of cultural wellbeing as a purpose for neighbourhood development orders, and the need for the National Planning Policy Framework to have a higher status in the Localism Bill – have been laid and will therefore be debated by the House. The Alliance’s Parliamentary team is in ongoing contact with peers regarding the amendments’ progress – further updates will be posted here.
The Alliance was also pleased to see a Government amendment proposed by Baroness Hanham (DCLG minister in the Lords) that modifies the designation of neighbourhood forums, proposing that forums which are established for the express purpose of promoting business must also include the purpose of improving the social and environmental wellbeing of an area - one of the issues which the Alliance has been campaigning on. Back
Applications open for heritage awards from Catalyst scheme 

This week the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) released further details of the Catalyst philanthropy programme, first announced by Secretary of State Jeremy Hunt in July (see Update 212). 

The £100m Catalyst programme is designed to enable arts and heritage organisations to diversify income generation, increase their fundraising potential and develop new ways to secure philanthropic giving. It’s made up of £50m from Arts Council England (ACE), £30m from DCMS, and £20m from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). 

Applications are now open for heritage awards under the endowments section of Catalyst. Catalyst: Endowments offers match funding to heritage organisations with a successful fundraising track record to give them the chance to set up and manage an endowment. Organisations can apply for an endowment of between £500,000 and £5million, with awards conditional on applicants at least matching this with funding from private donors. An Advisory Panel chaired by Michael Portillo will guide the decision-making process Catalyst: Endowments, with final decisions on HLF/ACE funding being taken by their respective governing bodies. Click here for the full guidance to applicants and deadline details.

Smaller heritage organisations whose fundraising abilities aren’t yet at such an advanced stage should watch this space for details of a £5 million fund designed to help smaller organisations build their fundraising capacity and expertise. The Catalyst Heritage Fundraising Capacity Building programme will open on 1 April 2012 – details will be noted in Update. Back
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Back
October

Local Planning Regulations: consultation. In response to reforms in the Localism Bill, the Government is revising the regulations which govern the process by which local councils prepare their development plans. This consultation seeks views on whether the revised regulations are fit for purpose. Deadline: 7 October.
The registration of new town or village greens. A DEFRA consultation seeking views on proposals to reform the system for registering new town or village greens under section 15 of the Commons Act 2006. Deadline: 17 October. 

Draft National Planning Policy Framework. A DCLG consultation – see Headlines for more information. See Events for details of ‘planning reform events’. Deadline: 17 October.

December

Proposal to examine the deregulation of Schedule One of the Licensing Act 2003. A DCMS consultation seeking views on a proposal to remove licensing requirements in England and Wales for most activities currently defined as regulated entertainment in Schedule One to the Licensing Act 2003. These include events such as live music performances, plays and film screenings. Deadline: 3 December.
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Welcome to our new Update sponsor - Donald Insall Associates

The Heritage Alliance is delighted to welcome Donald Insall Associates (DIA) as the new sponsor for Heritage Update. This firm is well known to many of our readers. It has an outstanding, award-winning record of conservation, repair and adaption of historic buildings, as well as conservation and regeneration of historic towns. DIA’s guiding maxim “that every place may be more truly itself” will strike a chord with the majority of Update readers.  

The Alliance is particularly glad to have such a high-profile architectural practice to inaugurate a new rolling programme of Heritage Update sponsorship. Sponsors may support The Heritage Alliance in this way for a minimum of three months, with due acknowledgement in each issue of Heritage Update during that period, on our website and with an editorial featuring a profile, project or policy position. For more information see our sponsorship page or email the Chief Executive Kate Pugh. Back
Local Authorities: archaeology a luxury? 

Since the report on Local Authority Staff Resources (see Update 215) evidenced the “dramatic loss” of specialist officers at a crucial time for the planning system, Sandwell MBC has decided to remove its commitment to archaeology and make redundant both its Borough Archaeologist and its Historic Environment Records (HER) Officer. 

The Director of Planning has said the council will no longer exercise any responsibility for any archaeology that may be unearthed during future development, or by any other reason. The Equality Impact Assessment recommending the redundancies states: "The functions are not core services to the planning service and could almost be considered luxury."  
The Institute for Archaeology (IfA – a member of The Alliance) and the Association of Local Government Archaeology Officers (ALGAO) have responded vigorously. The Council for British Archaeology (CBA, also a member of The Alliance) has published a news release focussing on the cuts to archaeology services for the five planning authorities in Merseyside and for Sandwell Council.

On Tuesday’s Radio 4 Making History programme, the BBC obtained a useful supportive statement from the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) clarifying that “Residents rightly expect their council to maintain key services and to deliver their legal duties including heritage protection. National planning policy is clear about the importance of archaeology and our heritage assets.”  The CBA’s Director and Alliance Trustee Mike Heyworth appeared on the programme to highlight the importance of local authority archaeology services. Back
First Challenge Fund grants to heritage announced

The Coker Rope and Sail Trust in Somerset, George Street Chapel in Oldham and Clophill Heritage Trust in Bedfordshire have received grants of £180,000, £100,000 and £100,000 respectively to rescue their historic buildings. The grants are the first to be disbursed from the Challenge Fund - a £2 million fund comprising £1 million from the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation matched by £1m from English Heritage, administered by Alliance Member the Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF). 

 

The AHF will disburse grants of up to £200,000 each over the next five years to voluntary sector groups such as Building Preservation Trusts (BPTs), Civic Societies, and Development & Groundwork Trusts who take on historic building rescues. Find out more about the grant criteria here. 

 

Ian Lush, Chief Executive of the AHF and Alliance Deputy Chair, says: “These grants will help to unlock funds which have been endowed for building restoration in specific areas of the country but which on their own just aren’t enough. For most projects, these grants will be used as match funding for applications to the Heritage Lottery Fund, Big Lottery or other foundations or to provide development funding at a vital early stage.” Back
HLF simplifies application criteria for urgent acquisitions

On Monday (3 October) the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) announced details of a change to its application criteria for funding urgent acquisitions for collections. The change means that applicants will no longer be required to submit specific learning activity plans linked to item(s) to be purchased, but will instead need to demonstrate how they can be effectively integrated into existing and future planned learning programmes.  

HLF hopes this change, effective as of Monday 3 October, will help museums, libraries and archives meet short purchasing timeframes, such as auction deadlines. It comes in response to feedback gained via the consultation on HLF’s forthcoming strategic plan, which revealed strong support from the sector for HLF to simplify its funding requirements for urgent acquisitions. More here. Back
Tenders invited for heritage craft skills mapping project

Alliance member the Heritage Crafts Association (HCA) is delighted to announce that the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) has pledged funding to develop a piece of research into the state of heritage craft skills. Led by Creative and Cultural Skills (CCSkills – the skills council for crafts and cultural heritage amongst other activities) the project will map the occupations, skills and economic contribution of the heritage craft sector. 

Experienced organisations are invited to tender for work on the project. The timeframe is tight – the deadline for tender applications is 6pm on 17 October. Click here for the full tender document. Enquiries to james.evans@ccskills.org.uk 

The HCA comments: “This will be the first time serious research has been undertaken mapping the whole of the heritage craft sector and it should give us very good information on the current state, which crafts are healthy, which are endangered and which have potential for growth. Once we have that data then we can set about addressing the issues raised.”  More here. Back
ALSO THIS FORTNIGHT…
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A few conference soundbites…

In Liverpool, Labour’s shadow chancellor Ed Balls urged the Government to implement a ‘five-point plan’ which he said would increase fiscal stability and boost growth. Step four was a recommendation to cut VAT to five per cent on home improvements, repairs, and maintenance for one year. The following day shadow environment secretary Mary Creagh capitalised on the Coalition Government’s tense relations with the countryside lobby by declaring the Labour Party to be “the party of the countryside.” Shadow culture secretary Ivan Lewis said that too many communities still don’t have “fair access” to culture, and pledged to “lead a national debate about what fair access to the arts and heritage should mean.”

In Birmingham Lib Dem DCMS spokesman Don Foster referred fleetingly to the culture portion of his brief, noting that “support for the creative industries and tourism boosts the economy.” Chief Secretary to the Treasury Danny Alexander’s speech toed the Lib Dem line on the planning system, stating that the “presumption of sustainable development is right because it establishes the right balance.”

At the Conservative Party Conference in Manchester, DCLG minister Bob Neill told a Daily Telegraph reporter that the draft National Planning Policy Framework would be “improved” and that “by the end of the year we will be in a very different place”. Speaking to a different reporter at a private reception with developers that same evening, Mr Neill is understood to “have sternly refuted claims in a national newspaper that the policy is likely to undergo a substantial rewrite.” The next day, in what was described by TotalPolitics magazine as “the shortest speech delivered by a cabinet minister”, culture secretary Jeremy Hunt focussed on the economic opportunities provided by the Olympics: “When people see Edinburgh Castle, the Giant's Causeway, Snowdonia or Hadrian's Wall, John Penrose and I want to convert that strong interest into good business.” Back
Engagement with heritage: latest Taking Part statistics published

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has published its Quarter 1 2011/12 statistical release for the national Taking Part survey of participation in heritage, arts and culture, leisure and sport in England. 

Key findings showed that in 2011/12 Q1 (July 2010 to June 2011) 70.9 per cent of adults reported having visited a heritage site in the last year. Three per cent of adults reported visiting a heritage site at least once a week - a significant increase since 2005/06. 

The survey showed a significant increase in the proportion of men who had visited a heritage site - 72.0 per cent in July 2010 to June 2011, compared to 70.0 per cent in 2005/06.

Highlighting the importance of the heritage sector’s presence on the web, the survey showed that since 2005/06 the proportion of people visiting heritage websites had increased from 18.3 per cent to 27.5 per cent.

The continuous survey is commissioned by DCMS in partnership with English Heritage, Arts Council England, and Sport England. Click here for the full statistical releases. Back
Shortlisted ‘Heritage Angels’ announced

Sixteen local groups have been chosen to go forward to the finals of the English Heritage Angel Awards in London, on 31 October. The Awards, supported by Andrew Lloyd Webber, were launched earlier this year to recognise groups or individuals involved with rescuing heritage at risk up and down the country. 

Over 200 applications were received in this first year of the competition, whittled down by a panel of judges to sixteen finalists across four categories: ‘Best Rescue of a Place of Worship, ‘Best Rescue of an Industrial Building or Site’, Best Rescue of Any Other Category on the EH At Risk Register’ and ‘Best Craftsmanship employed an a Heritage Rescue’. 

See ‘Events’ below for details on how you can book a seat at the Awards Ceremony, to be held on 31 October in London. Keep an eye on BBC1’s Friday evening Culture Show for interviews with the finalists. Back
Six historic cities club together in new marketing initiative

The Tourist Boards of Stratford, Bath, Carlisle, Chester, York and Oxford have collaborated to produce a joint website highlighting the cities’ heritage and culture to holiday-makers. 

The Heritage Cities site is designed to showcase the cities’ heritage offers and to offer trip-planning ideas to encourage tourists to visit all or a combination of the cities. Find out more here. Back
Applications open to use Diamond Jubilee names & titles

Applications are now open for the commemorative use of Royal names and titles for community events, buildings and projects during Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee, which takes place next year.

A blanket approval is in place for the use of ‘Diamond Jubilee’ and ‘Jubilee’ for non-commercial purposes. Anyone wishing to use other phrases - such as ‘Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee,’ ‘Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee’, or ‘The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee’ - to name a community hall,  commemorative garden or other building / project will need to apply for permission to do so. Click here for application details. Back
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English Heritage Angel Awards: Presentation Ceremony, 31 October

The English Heritage Angel Awards, supported by Andrew Lloyd Webber, were launched earlier this year to recognise groups or individuals involved with rescuing heritage at risk up and down the country. The Awards Ceremony will take place on 31 October from 11.15 am, at the Palace Theatre in London. The ceremony will be hosted by Clare Balding, and Graham Norton will present one of the awards. 

 

A limited number of tickets are available, charged at £5 each. To book your seat ring 0870 333 1183 or click here to find out more.
 
Wiltshire Buildings Record: Annual Day School, 29 October 

The Wiltshire Buildings Record Annual Day School will focus on the topic ‘The kitchen: heart of the home’ - Medieval to Victorian. 

Speakers will consider how kitchens and service rooms (such as dairies and brewhouses) have changed through the ages, with reference to Wiltshire's buildings and also those from further afield. All are welcome to attend; those involved with a history group or community club might be particularly interested. 

 

Tickets will cost £12.50, or £10 for senior citizens. To reserve a place or to find out more about the day, including venue details, ring 01249 705508.

 

UK APT - Midlands: Industrial Heritage at Risk, 4 November

UK APT in the Midlands is holding an open meeting at the Glass Classroom, Coalbrookdale. Speakers will be proposing ways in which the best of our unique industrial past can be saved for future generations to learn from, value and enjoy. 

The event will be hosted by the Shropshire Building Preservation Trust, and Dr. Anthony Streeten, Regional Director, English Heritage (East Midlands) will deliver the keynote speech. Fellow speakers include the Heritage Angel award winner for the Best Rescue of an Industrial Building or Site, Tim Booth (Midland Mills & Water Mills Group), Bernie Jones & David Crow (Shrewsbury & Newport Canals Trust), Ian Rice (Architectural Heritage Fund) and Dr. James Moir (Director, UK APT). 

Places are strictly limited and charged at £15 per person.To reserve a place email davidanderikathomas@btinternet.com or ring 01543 410229. 

The Church of England: Disaster Prevention and Management, 22 November, London

Understanding emergencies, their likely sources, the greatest risk, what to do during an emergency and how to recover afterwards are all key elements of avoiding and, should it happen, managing an emergency or disaster. 

This Cathedral and Church Buildings Division seminar will introduce all the key concepts, with practical examples of their implementation. The seminar will take place on 22 November at Southwark Cathedral in London. Places cost £65 (including VAT) per person. For more information and to cook click here. 

Icon Scotland: Digitally documenting the historic environment, 24 November
The 14th Annual Dr Harold Plenderleith Memorial Lecture – ‘Digitally documenting the historic environment: challenges and opportunities’ – will be given by David S Mitchell, Director of Conservation at Historic Scotland.  David will discuss the 3D laser scanning of historic buildings and sites and the possibilities for remote access, use and interpretation.

The lecture will take place in the Queen Anne Room at Edinburgh Castle from 6.15pm, followed by a drinks reception between 7.15pm and 9pm. Tickets cost £10 for Icon members, £12 for non-members, and £5 for students and the unwaged. Advance booking is essential: to book ring the Icon office on 020 3142 6799. 
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HONORARY / VOLUNTARY POSITIONS
Heritage Open Days Advisory Group: call for local and regional members 

As a new partnership of the National Trust, The Heritage Alliance and Civic Voice is about to take over the national co-ordination for Heritage Open Days (HODs), listening to the voice of those HODs organisers on the ground will be as crucial as ever.

To ensure organiser participation in planning the national event the partnership is recruiting four organiser representatives to the newly formed Advisory Group - doubling the previous number of organiser members. Chaired by Crispin Truman, Chief Executive of The Churches Conservation Trust and Trustee of The Heritage Alliance, the Group will provide feedback and insight to advise on the programme’s delivery through to 2014. Applicants will be selected on the basis of the different assets they would bring to the Group: their interests, experience, specialist knowledge, the role within and their relationship to HODs.

If you are a registered HODs organiser with the vision and ambition to help shape the annual delivery of the scheme, you can now apply to become a member of the Advisory Group. Click here to complete the nomination form and return it by 5pm on 19 October. More information available here.
SALARIED POSITIONS
Church of England: Cathedral and Church Buildings Casework Officer 

The postholder will preparing Pastoral Measure Reports on churches and groups of churches being considered for closure for presentation at Church Buildings Council and for dioceses and Church Commissioners; undertaking church casework on churches referred by dioceses considering pathways towards Open and Sustainable Churches; and undertaking other projects as directed by the Head of Division, including the Church seating competition, to further key areas of policy for the division.

The successful candidate will have a degree or professional qualification in the conservation of the historic environment, heritage management, or another relevant subject. They should also have knowledge of architecture and the flexible use of church or other historic buildings and a proven experience in casework.

For more information and application details click here. Based in London, this post is offered on a fixed-term contract until 31st December 2012. £31,590 rising to £34,570 upon completion of probation. Closing date 12 October at 5pm. 

Old Royal Naval College: Retail Supervisor

With 1.3 million visitors a year, the Old Royal Naval College is one of the UK’s leading visitor attractions. It is now looking for an experienced retail professional to oversee the design-led gift shop within the Discover Greenwich Visitor Centre.

The postholder will be directly responsible for the day-to-day supervision and maintenance of the gift shop; managing staff, overseeing merchandising, ordering, receiving stock and managing budgets. The role will be hands-on, including some cover on the shop floor. The successful candidate will need to demonstrate excellent customer services and inter-personal skills, as well as proven organisational, administration and planning skills, ideally in a gallery, museum or heritage site.The post requires weekend, bank holiday and occasional evening working. 

To find out more click here. To apply please send a CV with covering letter to swhitnall@ornc.org. Salary is £18,000. The closing date is 16 October. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund: Deputy Director of Operations

The HLF is seeking a Deputy Director of Operations to ensure effective two-way communication and joint working between corporate departments and HLF Operational teams. The postholder will be involved in a wide range and scale of projects focussing on conservation, national and local heritage, and education and access. They will need to demonstrate experience of local and regional issues in different parts of the UK, including networking and liaison with other public bodies and working within emerging political structures.


The role covers: leadership, management and support for regional and country teams; case advice and supervision for grant awards; regional advocacy and communication tasks including acting as media spokesperson on occasion; strategic advice and support for up to six regional Committees and Trustees; leading and supporting departmental and cross departmental working groups.

For more information and application details click here. Based in London SW1, salary £65,346 - £71,953. The closing date is 17 October and interviews will be held in London on 4 November. It is anticipated the successful candidate will start in February 2012. 

Greenwich Foundation for the Old Royal Naval College: Chief Executive

The Greenwich Foundation is the charity that runs the Old Royal Naval College (ORNC) Greenwich. Sitting in the heart of Greenwich it forms part of ‘Maritime Greenwich’, a World Heritage Site, and its spectacular Baroque architecture and interiors draw visitors from across the world. 

The Foundation is seeking a new Chief Executive to build on its success to date in safeguarding the site’s historic legacy and extending access through a diverse learning and cultural events programmes. The postholder will identify key priorities for the Foundation for consideration by the Board, including the ongoing enhancement of the visitor experience; ensure ongoing financial viability by continuing to increase commercial income; and maintain and increase networks of external contacts in relevant areas to extend the reach and reputation of the Foundation. 

The successful candidate will have a track record of leadership in an organisation of similar size and complexity, preferably with experience of running a major heritage attraction, and a full understanding of financial affairs pertaining to a wide-ranging portfolio of assets. They will also be an outstanding people manager with exceptional interpersonal abilities.

A candidate brief containing further information can be found here. A competitive salary is available. The closing date is 21 October.  
English Heritage: Assistant Designation Adviser (Maritime)
English Heritage is looking for an Assistant Designation Adviser, for a period of up to three months, to take forward casework relating to the management of Protected Wreck Sites in England’s waters, and any new sites designated under the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973. Salary is 25,618 pa pro rata. The closing date is 21 October. More here.
Cathedral Church of St Nicholas, Newcastle upon Tyne: Cathedral Archaeologist

The Dean and Chapter of St Nicholas invite applications for the post of Cathedral Archaeologist. The Cathedral is currently undertaking a major renovation programme with important archaeological implications. Further particulars of this appointment and application details may be obtained from Administrator, St Nicholas Cathedral, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1PF. The closing date is 21 October.
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Got some news?  If you would like to propose an item for inclusion in Update, please email details to the Editor Emma Robinson no later than midday on the Tuesday prior to publication (Update is published on alternate Fridays). 
1. The Heritage Alliance is a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales Registered Company No 4577804 and a Registered Charity. Charity No 1094793. Registered Office Clutha House, 10 Storey’s Gate, London, SW1P 3AY.

2. We are delighted to welcome Donald Insall Associates as the new sponsor for Heritage Update. This firm is well known to many of our readers. It has an outstanding, award winning record of conservation, repair and adaption of historic buildings, as well as conservation and regeneration of historic towns. 
3. Subscription policy: see http://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/heritage-link-update-e-bulletin 

4. If you would like to be included in the circulation list for Heritage Update or if you would prefer to receive Update as an attachment which means that the internal links will work whatever your settings, please email the Editor, Emma Robinson.    

5. If you wish to use or quote from items in Heritage Update, you should always check the accuracy and current position with the source. The Heritage Alliance cannot guarantee the accuracy of, or accept any responsibility for, the contents of Update.

6. Unsubscribing: The Heritage Alliance uses limited details identifying subscribers for the circulation of Update only and never passes on this data to other parties. To unsubscribe, email mail@theheritagealliance.org.uk  giving details in full of all email addresses to be removed. Names of subscribers alone will not be sufficient to unsubscribe.
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protecting our heritage
saving our heritage
growing our heritage
preserving our heritage
constructing our heritage
promoting our heritage
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We could draw your own heritage alliance marks to use as embellishments – an oak leaf, a rose, an acorn, a swan, a cross...
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