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	The Heritage Alliance is the largest alliance of heritage interests in the UK, representing 88 member organisations, with the aim of promoting the central role of the non-Government movement in the heritage sector. Heritage Update is our voice; to, and for, the sector. It is estimated that Update reaches approximately 12,000 mailboxes in the UK and internationally; with readers as far afield as Abu Dhabi, Antarctica, Istanbul and California. For more information visit www.theheritagealliance.org.uk
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The Budget 2011: summary of key announcements

Wednesday’s Budget proved to be a mixed bag for the heritage sector. 

Charitable Giving / Tax Measures Affecting Charities: see paras 1.137–1.140 p 37 / paras 2.112–2.119 p 60  Budget 2011
Amongst what he described as “the most radical and most generous reforms to charitable giving for more than twenty years” the Chancellor announced that the Government would simplify Gift Aid administration to an “easier” online system by 2013 and that Gift Aid benefit limits would increase from £500 to £2500 “so that charities and museums can say thank you properly.”  In a further welcome announcement, Mr Osborne also confirmed that charities will be able to claim Gift Aid on small donations (up to £5000 in total) without filling in any paperwork. On incentivising giving, measures included a pledge that those who leave 10 per cent or more of their estate to charity will receive a 10 per cent discount off their Inheritance Tax rate (to be introduced from April 2012) and a commitment to a 2011 consultation on how to encourage “the donations of pre-eminent works of art and historical objects to our nation in return for a tax deduction.” The Government expects these measures will benefit charities to the tune of £300 million. 

Skills and Youth Unemployment: see paras 1.114 – 1.118 p 33  Budget 2011
On the ‘skills gap’, Mr Osborne said the Government would be funding a total of 250,000 more apprenticeships over the next four years and opening 24 new University Technical Colleges, which will provide 11-19 year olds with vocational training.

Planning Reform: see paras 1.82 – 1.84 p 29 Budget 2011 / paras 1.34 – 2.38 p 29  The Plan for Growth
More debatable was the Chancellor’s rhetoric on the planning system, which he described as “a chronic obstacle to economic growth”; echoing earlier similar comments from the Prime Minister and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles. Amongst a raft of planning reforms, Osborne pledged that “from today we will expect all bodies involved in planning to prioritise growth and jobs”; that the Government would “introduce a powerful new presumption in favour of sustainable development, so that the default answer to development is ‘yes’”; that the Government would “localise choice about the use of previously developed land, removing nationally imposed targets while retaining existing controls on greenbelt land”; that it will “produce a shorter, more focused and inherently pro-growth National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)” by the end of 2011; “introduce new powers so that businesses are able to bring forward neighbourhood plans and neighbourhood development orders”; ensure that “all planning applications and appeals will be processed in 12 months and that major infrastructure projects will be fast-tracked” and “allow certain use class changes, introduce time limits on applications and pilot for the first time ever auctions of planning permission on land.” For the full detail of all the planning reforms, see paras 1.34 – 2.38 p 29 of The Plan for Growth.
For the full Budget document click here or for the Chancellor’s statement to the House click here.  At the time of going to press early comment was in from CPRE here, Planning Resource here and NCVO here.  Back
Heritage Update needs you!

Calling all readers of Heritage Update – we need your support. 

This e-bulletin reaches over 13,000 mailboxes every fortnight. We estimate that 26 per cent of our readers belong to voluntary sector organisations; 22 per cent are individuals; 1 per cent hail from overseas; 6 per cent are academics and an astonishing 28 per cent of readers are from central and local government, government agencies and public bodies. Commercial organisations make up 17 per cent of the readership.

Some of you are reading this having been forwarded it through one of our 89 member organisations, through one of our wonderful affiliate members, or from one of our generous individual supporters. Many of you taking advantage of Heritage Update to keep you abreast of news, views, events and jobs in the heritage world - and especially those in professional practices and commercial organisations – could, and should, support the Alliance’s information service by becoming an affiliate member (£150, £250 or £750 per annum), an individual supporter (£25 per annum) or even a corporate patron. We look to your conscience to keep Update going!

Please click here for more details or contact Kate Pugh to discuss the options. Thank you.  Back
The Heritage Alliance briefing for the Report stage of the Localism Bill 

The Alliance welcomed the commitment by Communities and Local Government (CLG) Minister Greg Clark in the Public Bill Committee, to review the proposed removal of heritage protection arising from the current wording of paragraph 23, Schedule 12 of the Bill: see Update 204 for the Alliance’s statement of support for Amendment 149. 

Our Parliamentary Liaison Team is now working on a briefing for parliamentarians at the Report stage of the Localism Bill. Henry Russell and Sarah McCarthy are busy liaising with Alliance members on their priorities and drawing up their contact list for parliamentarians. Our focus in the wide-ranging Localism Bill lies in maintaining the level of heritage protection in the planning issues under review and in particular the operation of the proposed new Neighbourhood Plans; as well as drawing attention to the expertise required in Local Authorities to deliver the quality of service implicit in the Bill. These concerns are well justified by the number of consultation responses to the Public Bill committee that referred to heritage - some 15% of the total. 
You can keep up to date with the latest from our Parliamentary Liaison Team on Twitter here. Back
John Penrose announces World Heritage Site shortlist

On Tuesday (22 March) Heritage Minister John Penrose announced the Tentative List of eleven sites that the UK will nominate to UNESCO for World Heritage Site status. 
The sites, selected by an independent panel appointed by the Government, are: Chatham Dockyard and its Defences, Kent; Creswell Crags, Derbyshire/Nottinghamshire; England’s Lake District, Cumbria; Gorham’s Cave Complex, Gibraltar; The Island of St Helena, South Atlantic Ocean; Jodrell Bank Observatory, Cheshire; Mousa, Old Scatness & Jarlshof, Shetland; Slate Industry of North Wales; The Flow Country, Scotland; The Forth Bridge (Rail), Scotland; Turks & Caicos Islands, the West Indies.
Two sites that are being considered by UNESCO already will also join the Tentative List: the Twin Monastery of Wearmouth-Jarrow, Sunderland and South Tyneside and Darwin’s Landscape Laboratory, Kent. Wearmouth-Jarrow was nominated to UNESCO in January and will be considered by the World Heritage Committee in 2012. Darwin’s Landscape Laboratory was nominated in 2009 but deferred by the World Heritage Committee last year for further in depth assessment.

The new Tentative List will now be submitted to UNESCO with the aim of nominating new sites from 2012. The Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) says: “There will not necessarily be a new nomination every year. Whether sites on the Tentative List are given a nomination slot will depend on the robustness of their case and the likelihood of inscription by the World Heritage Committee. DCMS will be working with all the sites on their nominations.” 

For the full news release click here and for the Independent Panel’s full report click here. Back
The Giving Green Paper: The Heritage Alliance responds

The Heritage Alliance has responded through its Funding Advocacy Group to the Cabinet Office’s consultation on the Giving Green Paper - the main platform for the Government’s drive to change national attitudes to giving.  
The Giving Green Paper, published in December as part of the Government’s initiative to encourage giving in the Big Society, aims to make giving time, money and skills for community benefit a social norm. It covers volunteers as well as financial donors, but most of the measures suggested are generic. 

The Alliance response underlined more specific needs. It acknowledged the importance of volunteering to the heritage movement and the need to understand the complex motives for volunteers at different stages of their lives. Furthermore, there was a need to refine the incentives for donors. The Alliance particularly recommended incentives for donors to consider core costs and capacity building, as well as project funding, in order that charitable organisations can deliver more in the longer term. For The Heritage Alliance’s archive of consultation responses click here. Back
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See The Heritage Alliance’s consultation responses here
March
National Conservation Education and Skills Strategy. An Institute of Conservation (ICON) draft strategy, out for consultation. Deadline: 31 March.

Revision of BS 7913:1998 Guide to the Principles of the Conservation of Historic Buildings  A British Standards Institute consultation. Deadline 31 March.
April

National Curriculum Review: Call for Evidence. A Department for Education consultation. The Government has announced a review of the primary and secondary National Curriculum in England. It wants to hear your opinions and evidence in order to start a debate about what is taught in our schools. This Call for Evidence is a way to input into the discussion at this early stage in the process. Deadline: 14 April. 
Office for National Statistics: national wellbeing consultation. The Prime Minister has asked for the nation's wellbeing to be measured for the Government from next April. He said the findings "will open up debate about what really matters not just in government but amongst people who influence our lives" and he included people "who shape the culture we enjoy" in this group. The ONS has launched a public consultation which asks respondents to rate "personal and cultural activities" alongside other factors in determining a broad national measure of wellbeing. Deadline: 15 April.

Review of statutory duties placed on local government. A Department for Communities and Local Government consultation. The statutory duties listed in this consultation include those relating to listed buildings and scheduled monuments. Deadline: 25 April.

Shaping The Future: Consultation on the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Strategic Framework 2013-2019  HLF is inviting feedback on its strategic framework for 2013-2019. It wants to hear views on what it should continue doing, what it may need to do differently and what new initiatives could have the greatest impact. Deadline 26 April. 
May

Community Right to Buy. This consultation seeks views on provisions in the Localism Bill to assist community organisations that wish to purchase assets of community value. The consultation seeks views on how the scheme should be delivered and what type of support and guidance should be provided. Deadline: 3 May.

Community Right to Challenge. A Department for Communities and Local Government consultation. This consultation seeks views on provisions in the Localism Bill which will allow voluntary and community groups, parish councils and local authority staff to challenge to take over the running of local authority services, where they believe they can do so differently or better. Deadline: 3 May.
Good Practice Guide for Local Listing. An English Heritage consultation seeking views on the draft guidance for local listing. The guide is intended to encourage a transparent and consistent approach to the process of creating and managing a local list. Deadline: 13 May. 

EU consultation on the future of VAT. An opportunity has arisen to express concern about the way that VAT is levied on the cost of maintenance and repairs to historic buildings (but not on replacement or new builds) in response to the European Commission Green Paper: ‘Towards a simpler, more robust and efficient VAT system’. The aim of the consultation is to launch a debate on the structure of the current VAT system, ways to make it more coherent within a single market and to reduce the cost of compliance. Deadline: 31 May. 
NEWS
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Alliance Members: last chance to have your say on your contribution to Civil Society!

A quick reminder to all Heritage Alliance members that the deadline for responses to our questionnaire ‘Strengthening Civil Society: the role of heritage’ is this Friday - 25 March. If you have any queries or need the survey link to be re-emailed to you, please contact Alice Brackenbury. Many thanks for all of your contributions so far to this valuable research.  Back
Review of statutory duties for Local Government: six weeks left to respond

Local authorities are bound by numerous statutes that have accumulated over the years.  The Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) is co-ordinating a review on behalf of fifteen other Government departments to establish the duties that are no longer needed in order to remove them, “giving local authorities freedom to operate in a way that meets local needs and priorities.”

Of the 1294 statutory duties so far identified that central Government currently places on local authorities, comments are invited on which ones are vital to keep; which should be repealed; what burdens have been created through particular duties, and associated regulations and guidance; and what duties have not been included on the list and should also be considered in the review.  Sections 145 – 191 of the CLG-owned duties refer to conservation areas, settings of listed buildings, compulsory purchase, the consent process and the planning framework. 

For details of the consultation click here. The webform can be accessed here. For general comments or enquiries email burdens@communities.gsi.gov.uk The closing date for responses is 25 April.  Back
1m visits, 4463 events, 578,445 voluntary hours donated: HODS 2010 report published

Last week Heritage Open Days (HODs) published its report on the 2010 event, which was the most successful in its sixteen-year history with over 1 million visits, 4463 properties and events on offer and 578,445 hours donated by over 39,350 volunteers. 

The HODs team said: “Against the backdrop of fast-changing socio-economic change, Heritage Open Days has continued to widen its appeal and reconfirmed its relevance, with its audience profile becoming younger and more diverse and an army of civic-minded volunteers providing a vivid lesson in what is now coined the ‘Big Society.”

Over the next five years Heritage Open Days will be facing a big challenge as the effects of the Comprehensive Spending Review continue to strain national and local resources and capacities. English Heritage is set to hand over national coordination to another organisation in autumn 2011, and it will be the priority of the new host to develop a long-term vision and strategy in consultation with the event’s stakeholders. Back
Government publishes review of Uplands Policy

The Government has published its review of Uplands Policy, following up on one of the commitments in the Coalition Agreement. The English uplands are nationally and internationally important for their landscape character - including historical, cultural and natural resources - and Uplands farmers deliver a wide range of public goods from the uplands environment, in turn supporting sustainable upland communities.

Launching the report, Caroline Spelman, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) outlined a package of measures designed to “enable the English uplands to become more economically, socially and environmentally sustainable.” These included a guarantee that 100 per cent of hill farmers eligible to enter Uplands Entry Level Stewardship (UELS) will be able to do so; the creation of an ‘Uplands Theme’ in the new delivery arrangements for the socio-economic elements of the RDPE to target support to hill farmers, details of which will be announced later in the year; a commitment to reduce the burden of red tape on hill farmers in the light of the forthcoming report of the Task Force on Farming Regulation; and the setting out of a process for consultation on “whether the legislation for National Parks needs to better reflect their role in facilitating sustainable development”.
The Uplands Policy Review marks the first stage in the Secretary of State’s promise to champion uplands issues as part of the Department’s wider role as champions of rural communities, supported by the new Rural Communities Policy Unit (RCPU) within Defra. Staff within the RCPU will work with partners across government and others in the public, private and voluntary sectors to ensure the commitments set out in the report are taken forward. Updates will appear here. Back
New Historic Wrecks Panel takes over from ACHWS

The Government’s Public Bodies Reform – Proposals for Change document (October 2010) noted that the UK-wide Advisory Committee on Historic Wreck Sites (ACHWS) was to be abolished and its functions - in relation to England - were to be transferred to English Heritage (EH). Since then, English Heritage has been working with the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the Devolved Administrations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, to both develop and resource a continued, transparent approach to the delivery of maritime heritage designation.

The ACHWS, which met for the final time on Thursday (24 March) was set up to advise Government on the designation and licensing of historic wrecks under the UK-wide Protection of Wrecks Act 1973. To fulfil these functions as they relate to England, English Heritage has established a new ‘Historic Wrecks Panel’ – an internally managed panel made up of independent marine experts drawn from the sector.

EH says of the new panel: “English Heritage envisages that only complex, contentious and high profile designation cases and licence applications will be subject to review by the Panel and this will ensure that processes are aligned with ongoing Heritage Protection Reform.” 

Further details about the new Panel will be available here shortly.  Back
Discussions underway to transfer Railway Heritage Committee functions to NMSI

Following the Government’s announcement in October’s Public Bodies Review that the Railway Heritage Committee was to be abolished, it has been proposed that the RHC’s functions should be transferred to the National Museum of Science and Industry (NMSI). 

The RHC’s Acting Chairman, Peter Ovenstone said: “I welcome the statement from the Minister, Lord Taylor of Holbeach, that the Government sees merit in the proposed transfer of the RHC’s powers of designation to the board of the trustees of the National Museum of Science and Industry to continue the work of protecting Britain’s railway heritage. Further discussions will now take place before final decisions are made, and I and members of the Committee are ready to assist these discussions and to ensure an orderly transition to the new arrangements when they have been determined.”  Back
The Labour Party launches review of rural policy

Last week the Shadow Environment Secretary, Mary Creagh, announced the Labour Party had launched a review into the future challenges facing rural Britain. The How do we protect Rural Britain? Review will look at our relationship with the natural world and at the various challenges facing rural communities from affordable housing and rising living costs, to the future of farming and ‘green’ jobs. 

The working group will inform the wider policy review being undertaken by Labour Leader Ed Miliband MP. A range of public figures have agreed to advise the Labour Party’s Environment team on an independent basis, including Sir John Harman (former Chair of the Environment Agency), Peter Kendall (President of the National Farmers’ Union), Mike Clarke (Chief Executive, RSPB), Francis O’Grady (Deputy General Secretary of the TUC) and Nigel Titchen (President of Prospect) and Christine Tacon (Managing Director, Co-operative Farms). Back
ALSO THIS FORTNIGHT…
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Two Treasure Hoards saved for the nation on the same day

The National Heritage Memorial Fund (NHMF) and the Art Fund stepped in earlier this week to save the Frome Hoard (Somerset) and the Iron Age Gold Hoard (Stirling) for the nation. 

The Museum of Somerset took possession of the £320,250 Frome Hoard and further funds of over £100,000 towards its conservation on Monday (21 March), following the announcement of a £294,026 grant from the NHMF. This followed an intensive fundraising campaign kick-started by the Art Fund, which match-funded the £13,657 raised by members of the public. The acquisition was also made possible thanks to funding from the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society, the MLA/V&A Purchase Grant Fund, the Headley Trust and other generous donations.   
On the same day the National Museum of Scotland was able to add four gold torcs, dated between the 1st and 3rd century BC, to its collection. The £462,000 needed for the torcs was raised by grants of £154,000 from the NHMF and £100,000 from the Art Fund, with £123,000 from the National Museums Scotland and £85,000 from the Scottish Government. More here. Back
Keep up-to-date with Discovering Places: new e-newsletter launched

The first e-newsletter from Discovering Places – the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad project created by The Heritage Alliance – was issued this week. The campaign aims to inspire communities across the UK to discover their local environment through a series of engagement projects and events. 
Project Manager Claire Horan says: “Although many of you will already be familiar with the Discovering Places project and may even have participated in one of our events as part of Open Weekend last year, we’ve undergone something of a transformation in recent months and have emerged into the spring sunshine ready to stretch our wings and share our latest news far and wide. Please sign up for our new e-newsletter to find out more about the project, the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad and what it means for you.”

Email subscribe2DP@theheritagealliance.org.uk to sign up to receive the e-newsletter. In future editions the Discovering Places team will be contributing news about their campaigns, upcoming events and opportunities for organisations to get involved in the programme. Back
National Planning Casework Unit open for business

Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) wrote to local authorities on 10 March to confirm arrangements for handling planning casework, following the closure of the Regional Government Offices. The letter confirms the establishment of a new National Planning Casework Unit, stating: “These changes are part of the drive to devolve more powers to localities and remove burdens and constraints on local and neighbourhood organisations. A new Unit has been established and with immediate effect it will be taking over the planning casework previously dealt with by the Government Office Network.”

Amongst its caseload the new National Planning Casework Unit (NPCU) will be dealing with listed building consents, conservation area consents, Article 4 directions and Local Development Orders. For the full list of the casework that will be dealt with by the NPCU click here.
The letter adds: “The Unit will not be dealing with the scope or range of planning and other activities that were undertaken by the Government Office Network. Contact details for other types of planning-related casework are set out in Annex B.  If you have any queries on other specific policy areas formerly dealt with by the GO Network, e.g. LDFs, housing, growth etc, please contact the Department on 0303 444 0000.” Back
Localism needs to excite people and tap into “selfish altruism” says Civic Voice report

“The drive towards localism has huge potential to tap into people’s passion for the place where they live but needs to be fair for everyone and back communities with the support they will need” – this is the key finding of a new report, Civic Societies and Localism, published this month by Civic Voice (a member of The Alliance) and Ipsos Mori. 

The document summarises a discussion between civic societies and the Minister of State for Decentralisation, Greg Clark MP and addresses some of the key opportunities and concerns on the Localism Bill. It concludes that for localism to succeed it needs to: tap into community passion; learn from existing volunteers; tap into ‘selfish altruism’ (encourage people to participate because it will improve their area both for themselves and for others); capture interest from single-issues; provide more incentives to participate; ensure the process is fair for everyone; and support communities with expert support and guidance. 

Director of Civic Voice, Tony Burton, said: “Civic societies and other community groups are enthused by the new opportunities for people to take a lead in shaping the future of their area.  The Localism Bill is laying some of the legal ground rules but for localism to be successful it needs to excite people about their neighbourhood and support every community that wants to get more involved.”  Click here for the full report. Back
Alun Michael MP named IWA ‘Parliamentarian of the Year’ 
The Inland Waterways Association (IWA - a member of the Alliance) has awarded its 2011 ‘Parliamentarian of the Year’ accolade to the Rt Hon Alun Michael, MP for Cardiff South and Penarth. 

IWA National Chairman, Clive Henderson, said: “Alun has been a great supporter of the waterways for many years, where his enthusiasm about the need to develop partnership between Government and the community and voluntary sector couldn’t be more relevant than it is now…he shares IWA's vision for the waterways to transfer to the third sector and has argued that case persuasively in Parliament and elsewhere, using his influence to maintain the opportunities for that transfer.”  More on this here. Back
Heritage in community-led planning: new guidance published

English Heritage, in partnership with Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE), has published Knowing Your Place: Heritage and Community-Led Planning in the Countryside, which offers advice to local communities on heritage within community-led planning.

The guidance focuses on the incorporation of local heritage within plans that rural communities are producing, reviewing or updating, and focuses particularly on parish plans and village design statements. Through the Localism Bill the Government now plans to give renewed impetus to community-led planning through Neighbourhood Plans -though this guidance document was initiated prior to the Government’s localism agenda coming into force, it will be a helpful advice note as Neighbourhood Planning gets under way. 
This guidance is designed to complement and add more detail on heritage to the community planning toolkit provided by ACRE, here. Back
European Days of Jewish Culture & Heritage 2011: Register now

European Days of Jewish Culture & Heritage (EDJCH) has now become an established feature of the European Jewish calendar, with over 90 events taking place at last year’s event.

For 2011, the EDJCH will run from Sunday 4 – Sunday 11 September inclusive. The theme this year will be ‘Facing the Future’, which looks at the new era of communication in presenting and highlighting Jewish culture and heritage. 

If you would like to be part of this event, get in touch with B’nai B’rith UK (a member of the Alliance) on 0759 907 7869 or bbukjewishheritage@gmail.com to register before 1 April. For more information click here. Back
EVENTS
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CLG: Community Right to Buy & Right to Challenge Consultation Events, March / April

The Community Right to Buy and Community Right to Challenge are provisions set out in the Localism Bill, which was introduced to Parliament on 13 December 2010 and is currently being debated. 
Under the Community Right to Buy (assets of community value) community groups will be able to nominate important local amenities and buildings for listing as assets of community value by the local authority. When they come up for sale, communities will have extra time to prepare a bid to take them over. Under the Community Right to Challenge, voluntary and community groups, parish councils and local authority staff will be able to challenge to take over the running of local authority services where they believe they can do so differently or better.
The Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) is holding consultation events on these provisions, on 31 March in Birmingham and 13 April in London. If you would be interested in attending a consultation event please email crtchallenge@communities.gsi.gov.uk  or crtbuy@communities.gsi.gov.uk for more information.
Historic Towns Forum: Understanding Localism, 8 April, Newcastle

This seminar will look at the vision behind the Localism Bill, its progress through Parliament, its main provisions and how communities in our towns and cities can use the opportunities in the Bill to best advantage.

The seminar will take place at the Robert Stephenson Centre, Sussex Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 3PD between 10.30am and 4.00pm. £70 for HTF members and £99 for non-members. Click here for more information and to book. 

Sussex Archaeology Symposium 2011: 9 April, Brighton

Organised by the Centre for Community Engagement at Sussex University and the Sussex Archaeological Society, the Sussex Archaeology Symposium 2011 will take place on 9 April at Chichester Lecture Theatre, University of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton. This event will provide illustrated accounts of recent archaeological fieldwork and research in Sussex. 

The conference costs £30; SAS and USAS members £28; Concessions £20; 18 or under £8. For the full programme and more detailed information click here. To book contact cce@sussex.ac.uk or (0)1273 872718/678300. 
NECT: Fifth Annual Heritage Skills Initiative Symposium, 13 April, Sunderland

Join HSI on 13 April from 10am to 4.30pm at Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens for a day of talks looking at how the heritage sector engages with education, and discussions on how traditional heritage skills could link into formal education.

Speakers from Woodhorn Museum, Tyne and Wear Archives and Museums, The Bollihope Common Archaeology Project, Newcastle University and Northumbria University will present what they are doing and contribute suggestions of how the sector can move forward to integrate better into education. 

To book please email skills@nect.org.uk with your name, email address, occupation, employer, mobile (or best contact) number, home and work postcodes and date or year of birth. Alternatively you can fill in the online form here or call Kathryn in the office on 01912329279. 

Family & Community Historical Research Society Ltd: Annual Conference & AGM, 14 May, Warwick
FACHRS’s 2011 Annual Conference and AGM ‘Are You Being Served? Retailing and the Growth of Consumer Society’ will be held at All Saints Church, Vicarage Field, Emscote, Warwick CV34 5NL on Saturday 14 May. The core theme focuses on all aspects of the development and growth of a consumer society and the interaction between retailers and consumers. Invited speakers include Dr Richard Bent of Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh, Kenneth Day ACIB, of the British Banking History Society and Judy Faraday, the Archivist at John Lewis Partnership.
Registration can be completed here and attendance costs £21 including lunch, or £16 without lunch. Further details can be found here. 
The Friends of Czech Historic Buildings, Gardens and Parks: 2011 Events Programme
The Friends of Czech Historic Buildings, Gardens and Parks is a charity that is involved in fund-raising for the European heritage of the Czech Republic. It offers a variety of events throughout the year such as lectures, tours (within the UK) and concerts. These all take place in attractive venues with an appealing history and all are welcome. For full event listings click here. 
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HONORARY / VOLUNTARY POSITIONS
The Red Wheel Scheme: volunteers

The Red Wheel Scheme, run by the Transport Trust, marks sites of historical interest with Red Wheel plaques to commemorate Britain’s rich and globally important legacy in the development of transport. Of the 24 Red Wheels placed in the last three years, most notable are perhaps Liverpool Road Station Manchester, the Hythe Ferry, Southampton and Bingley 5 Rise.
The Red Wheel website already has over 800 entries. It is run by a small team of volunteers of the Transport Trust and is now seeking new volunteers. This would appeal to anyone interested in the built heritage, with a transport bias. It is not intended to place a red wheel at all 800 sites on the website - the initial aim is to place 100 more. If you are interested, please contact Denis Dunstone, The Transport Trust, at denis.dunstone@talktalk.net 

The Heritage Alliance: Project Co-ordinator (voluntary), Places of Worship project  CLOSING SOON
The Heritage Alliance is seeking a volunteer to work one or two days a week on the Places of Worship @ The Heritage Alliance project, which serves all those who work and care for historic places of worship of all faiths in the UK. The Project Coordinator will write and publish the quarterly e-newsletter POW WOW; organise the members’ annual meeting; work with the Heritage Lottery Fund to set up joint seminars on good practice; continue the fundraising initiatives that have already been started; organise quarterly Steering Group meetings; and support and advise our members. 
The project needs a person who has excellent communication skills, a strong interest in the sector, is enthusiastic, is good at working in a team but also self sufficient, and is happy to organise their own time and workload. The Project Coordinator needs to be available one or two days a week, able to start in April and living within travelling distance of The Heritage Alliance’s office in Westminster. 

The opportunity will be for a period of six months. To apply please send a CV and supporting statement (not more than half an A4 page) to Deborah Jarman, Places of Worship Development Officer at placesofworship@theheritagealliance.org.uk by Tuesday 29 March. Interviews will be held in London in early April.
SALARIED POSITIONS
North of England Civic Trust: Projects Assistant, Cumbrian Team (P/T)

A part-time Projects Assistant is required to provide support to the Cumbria Team Leader in the delivery of the Trust’s skills events programme and in developing other projects across the spectrum of the Trust’s work. Main duties of the post will include hosting events, providing administrative support, event publicity, the production of a quarterly newsletter and liaising with the Newcastle office. The post holder should have excellent organisational skills to ensure the smooth running of an extensive programme, and would benefit from an interest in the subject with a willingness to learn and develop.
The post is offered initially on an 18 month / 20 hours per week basis, which could extend further subject to funding. Salary range is £16,500 – £18,500 fte dependent on skills and experience.

Full details can be found here. Closing date for applications is 5 April. Interviews will be held on 14 April. Applications by email to admin@nect.org.uk or by post to Anne Hallowell, Trust Manager, North of England Civic Trust, Blackfriars, Monk Street, Newcastle NE1 4XN.

The National Trust: Volunteering & Community Involvement Adviser, Mottisfont Abbey

The postholder will play a key role in supporting properties and helping them to not only attract volunteers, but to guide volunteer development through sharing knowledge and skills too. The postholder will also share insight and advice on community fundraising, helping to shape business plans while identifying opportunities to encourage further engagement with volunteers and local communities. 
£30,951-£33,899 per annum based near Romsey in Hampshire. For further information and to apply click here. Closing date is 1 April and interviews will be held on 18 April. 
The National Trust: Curator, Mottisfont Abbey

As the leading curator in the region the postholder will role-model how to combine the conservation and commercial aspects of the Trust’s work into a brilliant visitor experience, exploring innovative ways to bring the Trust’s places to life.  Expert and influential, the successful candidate will have an impressive track record of delivering change and innovation. 
£39,217-£42,952 per annum, based near Romsey in Hampshire. For further information and to apply click here. Closing date is 8 April and interviews will be held on 26 April. 
 

National Historic Ships: Keeping History Afloat Accreditation Consultant, Cheshire
Keeping History Afloat is seeking an experienced consultant to develop the accreditation plan and Qualifications & Credit Framework (QCF) units for this new HLF-funded project, based at the National Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port (Cheshire). 

The applicant must have a sound knowledge of training and accreditation schemes (ideally within a maritime or industrial conservation context), have previously developed module frameworks and have good experience of project planning on grant-aided projects.  The maximum budget for development and delivery of the accreditation plan is £8,500 incl. VAT.  

Full details of the job specification and application details are available here. CV and covering letter, plus two referees, to be submitted with each application. Deadline for receipt of applications is 11 April.  Interviews will be held at the National Waterways Museum on Tuesday 20 April.
Carmarthenshire Heritage Regeneration Trust: Chief Executive Officer (P/T)

The successful applicant for this post will lead the strategic development and management of the Trust and its projects and will be the principal advisor to the CHRT. Applicants must demonstrate a track record of strategic vision and achievement and have a solid professional background in heritage and conservation project development.

For further details or to apply click here. Closing date is 12:00 midday on 15 April. The post offers flexible hours part-time and is offered on a 12 month contract.
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Got some news?  If you would like to propose an item for inclusion in Update, please email details to the Editor Emma Robinson no later than midday on the Tuesday prior to publication (Update is published on alternate Fridays). 
1. The Heritage Alliance is a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales Registered Company No 4577804 and a Registered Charity. Charity No 1094793. Registered Office Clutha House, 10 Storey’s Gate, London, SW1P 3AY.

2. Subscription policy: see http://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/heritage-link-update-e-bulletin 
3. If you would like to be included in the circulation list for Heritage Update or if you would prefer to receive Update as an attachment which means that the internal links will work whatever your settings, please email the Editor, Emma Robinson.    

4. If you wish to use or quote from items in Heritage Update, you should always check the accuracy and current position with the source. The Heritage Alliance cannot guarantee the accuracy of, or accept any responsibility for, the contents of Update.

5. Unsubscribing: The Heritage Alliance uses limited details identifying subscribers for the circulation of Update only and never passes on this data to other parties. To unsubscribe, email mail@theheritagealliance.org.uk  giving details in full of all email addresses to be removed. Names of subscribers alone will not be sufficient to unsubscribe.
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protecting our heritage
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growing our heritage
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constructing our heritage
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We could draw your own heritage alliance marks to use as embellishments – an oak leaf, a rose, an acorn, a swan, a cross...
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