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Lotterypolicy@culture.gsi.gov.uk
28 October 2010 

Dear Sir

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the consultation letter from John Penrose Minister for Tourism and Heritage to Sir Clive Booth, Chair of the Big Lottery Fund. 

The Heritage Alliance, representing more than 80 non government heritage bodies in England  has an interest in the BIG Lottery as well as the Heritage Lottery Fund. Many of our membership organisations have local members – including independent museums, amenity groups, building preservation/development trusts, who work with a variety of partners including Local Authorities and neighbourhood groups for the benefit of their communities. 

We welcome the Government’s proposed change in National Lottery allocations that will give BIG a stronger focus on the voluntary and community sector. In our response to that consultation we also welcomed the Government’s commitment to the principle of additionality at a time when other sources of public funding will be under pressure. However we consider that local authorities are a significant partner in voluntary and community sector initiatives and would not wish to see such consortia excluded from BIG funding.

Our Funding Advocacy Group has considered the two options and prefers Option 1 

(1) “The need to ensure that money is distributed to projects that benefit people and local communities served by the voluntary and community sector”

rather than

(2) “The need to ensure that money is distributed to projects in the voluntary and community sector in order to benefit the people and local communities in that sector.”

so that, as the Minister says, voluntary and community sector organisations working in consortia with local authorities would be eligible for funding from BIG. 

I would be glad if you would take our views into  account when deciding the policy direction. 

Yours faithfully

Kate Pugh

Chief Executive
