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The Historic Environment Forum submission on the National Planning Policy Framework 
The Historic Environment Forum is the top level cross-sectoral committee, bringing together chief executives and policy officers from public and non-government heritage bodies to co-ordinate initiatives such as the annual audit of the historic environment, Heritage Counts, and to strengthen advocacy work and communications. 
The Heritage Alliance provides the secretariat for the HEF and has drafted this response on the basis of discussion at the HEF meeting on 17th February 2011.
The members of the Historic Environment Forum are:
	ALGAO (Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers) 
Architectural Heritage Fund
Black Environment Network 
British Property Federation 
Church of England Cathedrals & Church Buildings Division
Civic Voice
Council for British Archaeology 
Country Land and Business Association 
English Heritage 

Historic Towns Forum 
	Greenwich Foundation
The Heritage Alliance  
Heritage Lottery Fund 
Historic Houses Association 
Historic Royal Palaces 
Institute for Archaeologists 
Institute of Historic Building Conservation 
Joint Committee of National Amenity Societies 
The National Trust


The historic environment plays a distinct and important role in the UK economy. It is a key driver of tourism (the UK’s third largest export industry) with a third of international tourists citing it as the main factor in them choosing to come to the UK.  There is also huge popular domestic interest in our historic environment. 

Investment in the historic environment supports economic performance by attracting new businesses and residents, encouraging people to spend more locally and enhancing perceptions of areas. The historic environment often plays a vital role in regeneration projects, raising pride in a local area and improving social interaction and community safety. Our historic environment is fragile, because - once lost - it cannot be re-created.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) proposes a single overarching document which will provide the core national policy. We understand the intention is to simplify planning policy and guidance, but there is a risk that too much simplification of policy will reduce protection of the historic environment. While there are merits in avoiding duplication, there is still a need to retain strong and unambiguous policy and guidance for specific areas. There is a risk that ‘generic’ policies will fail to carry sufficient weight if they lose clarity of purpose by over-simplification. There is also a need to ensure that a national overview of major policy areas is not lost in the devolution to local level. 

Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment (PPS 5) is less than a year old and provides essential core policies for the historic environment. It is a document which was widely consulted on during its preparation and has broad support from the heritage sector. It is succinct, clear and minimal. Its drafting skilfully combines core policy principles from PPGs 15 and 16 reducing them by 92% but consolidating them effectively. Its implementation in practice over the last 10 months has shown that it works and developers have raised no concerns. 
PPS5 embraces a holistic, integrated approach to the management of change in the historic environment, including archaeology. The Forum is concerned that further reduction would not be possible without losing essential elements of policy and introducing ambiguity. For example, we are concerned about the impact this would have on those elements of the historic environment that are not protected by any other means than the planning process. We are referring here to World Heritage sites, parks and gardens, development in conservation areas, and as yet unknown and undesignated archaeological features. 

The Forum believes that PPS5 should retain its existing weight in the new planning framework, so that its importance is not diminished. This is important both for plan making at local authority and neighbourhood level, and for development control. It ensures balanced consideration is afforded both to designated and non-designated heritage assets and to their wider setting and historic environment context.
The Forum believes that the widely accepted policy principles embedded in PPS5 should be carried through in to the proposed NPPF without any diminution of their standing. 

We welcome the opportunity for further engagement in developing the heritage aspects of the NPPF. We ask that the next stage of consultation has a 12 week time limit in accordance with criteria 2 of the Code of Practice on Consultation (2008) to ensure that voluntary bodies have adequate time to make a full and considered response.
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