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Heritage Link response to CLG Consultation on list of statutory consultees for National Policy Statements

17 April 2009
Heritage Link brings together 78 voluntary organisations concerned with heritage in England representing interests from specialist advisers, practitioners and managers, volunteers and owners, to national funding bodies and local building preservation trusts. Much of the historic environment is cared for - supported, managed or owned - by these organisations and thus they and their members - from local civic societies to the national amenity societies with statutory consultee status - have firsthand and longstanding experience of the heritage protection system as well as advisory and educational roles. 

Heritage Link is pleased to respond to the Communities and Local Government consultation on list of statutory consultees for National Policy Statements. This response is on behalf of the Spatial Planning Advocacy Group, one of Heritage Link’s forums that shares expertise and experience.
Heritage Link welcomes the inclusion of English Heritage (the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England) and Cadw in the draft Regulations as statutory consultees ‘where any National Policy Statement is likely to affect historic buildings or the historic environment’. The circumstances for consultation further specify that Cadw’s role applies to Wales and, for the avoidance of doubt; there should be a similar requirement of the remit for English Heritage.
As this consultation covers England, Wales and Scotland, Heritage Link questions why there is no specific consultee named for Scotland concerned with historic buildings and the historic environment. Although Heritage Link’s remit only covers England, we suggest that Historic Scotland is added to the list of statutory consultees for consultation where any National Policy Statement is likely to affect historic buildings or the historic environment in Scotland.

Heritage Link strongly supports the response of the Joint Committee of National Amenity Societies to this consultation and their inclusion on the list of statutory consultees where any National Policy Statement is likely to affect historic buildings in England and Wales. The inclusion of the Joint Committee would allow the expertise of the voluntary heritage sector to be fully utilised, which is line with Government objective's to engage communities in decision-making.
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