Historic Environment Forum
Historic Environment Forum (formerly HEREC) is the main cross sectoral committee, bringing together Chief Executives and Policy Officers from public and non government bodies to co-ordinate initiatives such as the annual Heritage Counts and to strengthen advocacy work and communications
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cc Conservation Officers

Date
Dear 

A third report on Local Authority Staff Resources
This Report measures the dramatic loss of historic environment expertise in Local Authorities. 

The alarming findings (www.helm.org.uk/LASR) from the Institute of Historic Building Conservation, the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers and English Heritage show the rate of erosion of historic environment expertise is accelerating:

· The number of historic environment staff members working or local authorities fell by over 10% between early 2010 and early 2011;

· This decline is double the loss seen in the preceding year, 5.9% opposed to 11.9%; and

· Both listed building consent applications and planning applications show an uplift over the past year of 7.1% and 5.2%

The Historic Environment Forum is alerting all Heritage Champions in England to the risks of losing even more historic environment specialists in local government.  As the next round of budget-setting approaches when difficult choices will need to be made, it is vital to understand why these posts matter so much. 

We know you care about our heritage. We also know that local communities put a high value on distinctiveness. 93% of people think that in improving their local place it is important to save its historic features. England’s heritage plays a major role in economic regeneration and prosperity, promoting inward investment, business growth and relocation, and tourism.
Achieving these benefits needs Local Authority planning and historic environment specialists - qualified people well-plugged in to local authority networks. They are critical to the planning process, ensuring the impact on our heritage is taken into account and helping steer development in our historic places. 

We urge you to fight for the resources in your Local Authority to secure that quality of place which brings economic and social benefits to all. The enclosed memorandum gives you the grounds to support your lobbying together with the contact details of organisations that can help you. 

Our heritage is irreplaceable. Once it’s gone it’s gone for ever and now is a critical moment in its survival. Please make the case as strongly as you can. 
Yours sincerely
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John Sell CBE, AA Dip Cons, FRSA, FSA

Chairman, Historic Environment Forum

The Secretariat for The Historic Environment Forum is provided by The Heritage Alliance

Please reply to:

The Heritage Alliance, 10 Storeys Gate, London SW1P 3AY. T: 020 7233 0800

E: kate.pugh@theheritagealliance.org,uk

