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	The Heritage Alliance is the largest alliance of heritage interests in the UK, representing 83 member organisations, with the aim of promoting the central role of the non-Government movement in the heritage sector. Heritage Update is our voice; to, and for, the sector. It is estimated that Update reaches approximately 12,000 mailboxes in the UK and internationally; with readers as far afield as Abu Dhabi, Antarctica, Istanbul and California. For more information visit www.theheritagealliance.org.uk
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Culture, Media and Sport Committee inquiry on Funding of the Arts and Heritage

The Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee has launched a wide-ranging inquiry into the funding of the Arts and Heritage, with just a six-week deadline of 2 September.  The Heritage Alliance has asked its members for views to inform an Alliance response, by 20 August. 

The Committee invites written submissions on what impact recent, and future, spending cuts from central and local Government will have on the arts and heritage at a national and local level. It will also look at what arts organisations can do to work together more closely in order to reduce duplication of effort and to make economies of scale; what level of public subsidy for the arts and heritage is necessary and sustainable; whether the current system, and structure, of funding distribution is the right one; what impact recent changes to the distribution of National Lottery funds will have on arts and heritage organisations; whether the policy guidelines for National Lottery funding need to be reviewed; the impact of recent changes to DCMS arm’s-length bodies - in particular the abolition of the UK Film Council and the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council; whether businesses and philanthropists can play a long-term role in funding arts at a national and local level; and finally, whether there need to be more Government incentives to encourage private donations. 

The Committee will also examine other areas of interest that are raised during the course of its inquiry. Submissions should be sent by e-mail to cmsev@parliament.uk and with ‘Funding of the Arts and Heritage’ in the subject line, by Thursday 2 September. For more information click here.   Back
DCMS holds off from confirming the future of the heritage bodies 

In advance of the Cabinet Office Public Bodies Bill expected in October, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has published its plans so far to reduce the number of departmental arm’s-length bodies. 90 per cent of DCMS annual funding is spent through more than 55 quangos. 

In his Ministerial Written Statement Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt revealed that the UK Film Council and Museum, Libraries and Archives Council are to be abolished. UK Sport and Sport England are to be merged. Further proposals include abolishing the Advisory Council on Libraries and winding up the Legal Deposit Advisory Panel; abolishing the Advisory Committee on Historic Wreck Sites and declassifying the Advisory Committee on National Historic Ships, transferring its functions to another body; and declassifying the Theatres Trust so it can act as an independent statutory advisory body - see more below.
But the future of the heritage bodies is not yet confirmed. Despite rumours aired in Building Design magazine that DCMS was planning a ‘superquango’ merging the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) and English Heritage with a number of other groups including the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Churches Conservation Trust (see Update 189),  the Statement simply says DCMS is still “looking at its responsibility for heritage and the built environment, and considering the role and remit of English Heritage, the Heritage Lottery Fund and the National Heritage Memorial Fund”.  The Heritage Lottery Fund comments in more detail below. The statement also says DCMS is still “considering the role of the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment” and “exploring opportunities to consolidate its functions”.  

DCMS also confirmed it is still “in discussion with the Church of England over the merits of declassifying the Churches Conservation Trust” (CCT). CCT made clear its own position: “We are working with DCMS on preparing a business plan that will see us cope with a reduced grant over the next four years, but we can only do this as an independent charity. Becoming a part of a superquango would make CCT more, not less, dependent on the public purse. Such a move would reduce CCT’s ability to fundraise. We have increased our income to over £6m this year, which represents a 4 per cent increase over last year’s, and we can make cost savings only if we remain independent”.

For the full DCMS press release and Ministerial Written Statement of 26 July 2010, click here and here respectively.   Back
Heritage Lottery Fund statement on DCMS review of arm’s length bodies 
Carole Souter, Chief Executive of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and National Heritage Memorial Fund (NHMF), commented: “We understand that every Government department is reviewing the roles of arm’s length bodies and we will work with DCMS, and any other bodies involved, to ensure the very best outcome for the heritage while continuing to keep costs down. HLF has a specialist grant-making responsibility for the full range of heritage, across the entire UK. As well as the historic built environment, HLF invests in museums, the natural heritage of landscape and wildlife and people’s traditions and stories…the National Heritage Memorial Fund also has a distinctive UK-wide role, supporting acquisitions for a range of heritage treasures from the Staffordshire Hoard to Turner’s Blue Rigi. It acts as the Government’s ‘fund of last resort’ moving quickly in emergencies to save important heritage when other fundraising has been exhausted. There is keen demand for its funding and we believe its role is crucial.”  More here. Back
The Theatres Trust response to DCMS Ministerial Written Statement

“In recognition of the important role of The Theatres Trust, we are pleased to have received the assurance that we will continue as the national advisory public body for theatres, operating as an independent statutory advisory body. The Theatres Trust remains a body corporate and the objects of The Theatres Trust Act 1976 and The Theatres Trust (Scotland) Act 1978 will remain in force. The only change will be the transfer of the powers of appointment of The Theatres Trust’s trustees from the Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport to The Theatres Trust. We will be working with the DCMS to ensure that this process is managed smoothly and there will be no impact on the Trust’s statutory work. We anticipate a saving of administrative time as a result of the transfer of powers of appointment, however we will need to allocate internal resources to manage the transition. The Secretary of State will remain responsible for any trustee appointments until the transition is complete.”  More here.  Back
The Culture Forum holds its first meeting
Ian Lush, Deputy Chair of The Heritage Alliance, represents our sector on the new Culture Forum (see article in Update 189) and attended its first meeting – which focused on public funding of culture - on 27 July.  A full report on the meeting and plans for the two meetings to be held in August and September are available on the Arts & Business website here. The Heritage Alliance would also urge its members to feed into the debate, via the Culture Forum Blog here.

If you have specific issues that you would like to see discussed at either of the remaining meetings - covering 'earned income' (24 August) and 'funding from the private sector' (21 September), please email Ian Lush up to the day before each meeting.  Back
Tourism beats growth predictions 

The total value of tourism to the UK is set to rise by more than 60 per cent to £188 billion over the next decade, says an independent report commissioned by VisitBritain. Research from Deloitte and Oxford Economics forecasts that the favourable exchange rate, the lure of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and the appeal of world-renowned attractions, should ensure the sector grows at an above-average 3.5 per cent per annum between now and 2020. The number of jobs supported by tourism over that period is predicted to rise by 264,000 - from 2.63 million now, to 2.89 million. The report also shows that tourism is disproportionately important in rural areas and for part-time female workers.

This forecast adds to the HLF figures published in March 2010 that demonstrated the significance of heritage-led tourism in the UK tourism industry; some £20.6 billion per annum, supporting 466,000 jobs. This latest research means the total economic contribution of the Visitor Economy – covering firms directly and indirectly involved in tourism - is poised to expand faster than retail, chemicals, transport, the utilities and manufacturing. Only construction and financial and business services look more promising.

These figures make tourism Britain’s fifth biggest industry and third largest foreign exchange earner. For the full report, click here.  Back
Top funders support Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 

Six top funders, led by The Pilgrim Trust, have written to the Prime Minister expressing concern for the potential increase in the cost of repairs to historic places of worship if the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme (LPWGS) comes to an end in March 2011. This scheme allows listed places of worship to claim back the VAT on all costs incurred for repairs and maintenance to the building, professional fees and repair works to fixtures and fittings such as bells and organs.

“Its ending” these independent grant-making charitable trusts point out “would place an even greater burden on local people struggling to maintain their buildings. It would mean that more of our funding would be needed for each repair scheme and would inevitably reduce the number of projects we can support. Repairs to places of worship generate jobs for architects, buildings and craftsmen and stimulate local economies”. 

Replying on the Prime Minister’s behalf, Minister for Heritage and Tourism John Penrose offered small comfort: “Obviously we will try to limit the front line impact of any decisions which have to be taken, but as you are already aware, the country’s finances are in a truly dreadful state so I’m afraid I cant promise anything at this stage, even for causes as deserving as this one!”  Back
Government response to LPWGS petition circumnavigates the point

In further news on the future of the LPWGS, the Government has now responded to the online petition (closed at 9,100 signatures) set up to ask the Prime Minister to ensure the scheme is renewed indefinitely from March 2011. 


The Government response reads as follows: “the scheme is currently due to end at the end of 2010/11 and any decision about its extension can only be taken as part of wider discussions about Government spending priorities in the next spending round. …under new proposals by the Government, the share of Lottery money going to each of the arts, heritage and sport good causes will increase to 20 per cent. The Heritage Lottery Fund is looking at how it will distribute the additional money it expects to receive as a result of the change in Lottery shares. It has said it will take account of the needs of places of worship in England, along with needs in other heritage sectors.”  Click here for the response in full. 


As The Heritage Alliance has clearly stated to Government (see Heritage Update 189 and our Chairman’s letter), HLF grants and the LPWGS are entirely separate sources of funding with different aims, and HLF should not be viewed as a substitute for the LPWGS. Whilst the Government’s intention to increase HLF’s share of Lottery funding is very welcome, this does not necessarily mean that funds will flow smoothly through to churches with urgent repair needs on their hands, since HLF grants are awarded on a competitive basis whereas the repayment of VAT under the LPWGS is automatic. Some places of worship may also find it difficult to satisfy HLF’s access and education criteria, and even if a special programme was established under HLF, certain denominations and faiths would not accept the profits of gambling. 
Heritage Update will continue to report on developments within the LPWGS campaign. To register your support click here to sign the new petition (set up by the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich and supported by TV presenter and new President of Civic Voice Griff Rhys Jones) and click here for a sample letter to send to your MP, addressing the points above.  Back
UNESCO defers Darwin’s Landscape Laboratory World Heritage Site bid 

On 1 August DCMS announced that the UK’s nomination for the workplace and home of Charles Darwin to join UNESCO’s international list of World Heritage Sites has been deferred by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, for “further in depth assessment”. 
The bid for Darwin’s Landscape Laboratory, situated in the London Borough of Bromley, includes Charles Darwin’s house, experimental garden and the countryside immediately around his property. At its meeting in Brasilia, Brazil the World Heritage Committee announced that although Darwin’s Landscape Laboratory was a very strong bid in terms of recognising scientific achievement, “further in depth study and analysis” was needed before the site could be considered for World Heritage Site status. The Committee voted to refer the nomination back to the UK authorities for these issues to be addressed.

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport Jeremy Hunt said: “Whilst this is disappointing for all those involved in taking this nomination forward, the World Heritage Committee’s decision has given the bid partnership the opportunity to re-visit this nomination and to look at ways in which the case might be strengthened for re-nomination in the future. However I’m pleased the Committee has recognised the value of the site not only in terms of historical interest, but the celebration of achievements in science, paving the way for including a greater representation of the heritage of science and technology on the World Heritage List.”  For more information on the World Heritage Committee’s recent decisions, click here.   Back
HAVE YOUR SAY: CONSULTATION ROUND UP
Back
August

Consultation on the National Lottery Shares. A DCMS consultation: deadline 21 August. 
Consultation on a Museums Policy for Northern Ireland. A Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure Northern Ireland consultation: deadline 24 August. 

September

Consultation on the Regional Growth Fund. A Department for Business, Innovation and Skills consultation seeking views on the design of the Regional Growth Fund, which was announced in the budget on 22 June 2010: deadline 6 September. 

Cultural Metropolis: The Mayor of London’s Draft Cultural Strategy 2012 and beyond. A Greater London Authority consultation: deadline 6 September.

Rebalancing the Licensing Act. A Home Office consultation on government plans to overhaul the current licensing regime. Some of the proposals, for example that allowing local authorities to increase licensing fees so that they are based on full cost recovery, could have implications for the heritage sector where it seeks to support itself through events. Deadline 8 September. 

October

Consultation on a draft UK Marine Policy Statement. A Defra consultation: deadline 13 October. 

Skills for Sustainable Growth: Consultation on the Future Direction of Skills Policy. A Department for Business, Innovation and Skills consultation seeking views on the government’s draft vision for skills and what it expects to be the key elements of a strategy for delivering it. Deadline 14 October 2010.

November

The Setting of Heritage Assets. An English Heritage consultation – see article below. Deadline 26 November. 
NEWS
Back
Heritage Lottery Fund allocates more money to major projects

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has announced details of changes in its allocation towards major transformational projects (HLF grants of £5m and over) in the tough economic climate.  The changes are to a/ increase HLF’s allocation for major projects from £20m per annum to £30m per annum from 2011 onwards; and b/ to remove (with immediate effect) HLF’s second-round submission deadline, “so that applicants can work to timetables that suit their project” and so that "projects can work more effectively with other funders”.   

Carole Souter, Chief Executive of HLF, said: “This is a first-step response to the challenging economic climate.  We are setting aside more money when applicants might be finding it hard to raise funds elsewhere, and our applicants will have more flexibility in how they manage their projects during the tough times ahead. We are also urging any new applicants to be realistic about the amount of grant they will need, given the current challenges.”  More here. 
The Government is currently proposing changes to the Lottery Shares which would mean from next year HLF would receive a further £19m for heritage projects in 2011-12 and then £50m pa from 2012 onwards.  To find out more about the consultation on the National Lottery Shares or to respond to this consultation, click here.  Back
MLA could become part of Arts Council 

The Museums’ Journal (27 July) reports that Museums Libraries and Archives (MLA) could become part of the Arts Council for England, after it is wound up in April 2012.  The MLA’s Chief Executive Roy Clare told The Museums Journal he was already talking with Alan Davey, Chief Executive at the Arts Council, and that he was “up for this partnership”. Mr Clare said Renaissance hub museums would be wound down and replaced by a core museum model, underpinned by a development fund. 


National museums are currently funded directly by DCMS, but Mr Clare said the new system might mirror that of the Royal Opera House, for example, which is funded by the arts council as one of its regularly funded organisations (RFO): “I see no reason why the nationals should feel themselves so special that they can’t become RFOs” he said. But this goes against the Conservative Party election manifesto, which talked about increasing autonomy for the national museums. 
 
Mr Clare said he also expected the Portable Antiquities Scheme to transfer to the British Museum and the V&A Purchase Fund to the Victoria and Albert Museum. He added that he would like to see functions such as Museums at Night, Culture 24 and the Collections Trust continue to receive government support.  He added that local government was a “big concern”, stating “local government is going to walk away from its responsibilities to museums unless we keep the pressure up. I am not accepting from local government that culture is safe in its hands because I don’t believe it.” For the full article, click here.  Back
Planners express concern over CLG’s Community Right to Build proposals

On 23 July Housing Minister Grant Shapps set out the government's proposals for a new ‘Community Right to Build’ scheme, which would allow local communities to bypass the planning process if they can find overwhelming support for housing developments. The idea is to give "groups of local people the power to deliver the development that their community wants, with minimal red tape". Apart from satisfying sustainability conditions, all that would be needed for the proposal to succeed is a community referendum with 80 to 90 per cent of residents voting in favour. There is no suggestion so far that Green Belt land would be treated any differently.
Both the Campaign to Protect Rural England and the Royal Town Planning Institute have expressed concerns about the plans. Fiona Howie, Head of Planning at the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE – a member of The Alliance) instead urged the government to concentrate on wider planning reforms as a way to get local communities more involved in planning: “A central part of the Government's wider planning reform proposals is to give local communities a pivotal role in shaping local plans. The Government should focus their efforts on getting these broader reforms right, so that local communities are truly involved in planning for their area as a whole. This, rather than a new Right to Build, should ensure local people are able to shape future development in their areas.”
Jamie Hodge, spokesperson for the RTPI, said: “It is clearly vital that we look at innovative proposals to provide more much-needed affordable housing and other developments, especially in rural areas. However, we believe that local plans, developed by elected members in partnership with local people and businesses, are the most democratic way to deliver the aspirations of local communities for housing provision.”
The plans will be contained in the government’s Localism Bill, due for publication later in the year.  The Community Right to Build leaflet can be downloaded here.  Planning Blog has held a straw poll to gauge its readers’ reactions, here.  Back
New ‘Big Society Committee’ established

A new Big Society Committee of ministers from all Government Departments with remits affecting the voluntary sector met for the first time in July, to coordinate their departments' efforts to “help communities do more for themselves”. 
The Committee is co-chaired by Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet Office and Eric Pickles, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government. John Penrose is the DCMS Big Society minister, supported by Graham Turnock at Director level, with DCMS officials Dianne Jefferson and James Stevens leading on Civil Society. The Heritage Alliance has flagged up to DCMS its interest in this area.  

The Ministers will be responsible for putting the big society agenda in place. This will include making sure commitments to the voluntary sector are upheld and discussing issues that affect the whole sector. Among the issues covered in the first meeting of the group – which was attended by fifteen ministers – was the importance and effectiveness of the Compact (the agreement between government and the voluntary and community sector to improve their relationship for mutual advantage). Mr Maude said: "Big Society is not about big government but about communities doing more for themselves. We want to ensure that every part of government is working together to ensure individuals and communities have the support and opportunities to change the things they care about."  For more, click here.  Back
Pickles announces closure of remaining regional Government Offices

In a speech at the end of July, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (CLG) Eric Pickles announced his intention to abolish the eight remaining Government Offices.

Mr Pickles stated:  “We do not believe the arbitrary government regions to be a tier of administration that is efficient, effective or popular….Unelected regional government equally lacks democratic legitimacy, and its continuing existence has created a democratic deficit…I am announcing today the Government's intention in principle to abolish the remaining eight Government Offices, subject to the satisfactory resolution of consequential issues through the Spending Review.”
The final decisions on the future of the Government Offices, including arrangements for closure and for the transfer of on-going functions, will be made at the end of the Spending Review in the autumn.  For the full speech, click here.   Back
More than 2,000 hill farmers have signed-up to protect uplands landscapes

Four weeks after its launch on 1 July, more than 2,000 hill farmers have signed up for the new Uplands Entry Level Stewardship (Uplands ELS) scheme - affecting 295,000 hectares of upland landscapes.  
The new Uplands ELS is one of Natural England’s Environmental Stewardship schemes, which are agri-environment agreements that provide funding to farmers and other land managers in England to look after features of their land such as historic sites, landscapes, wildlife, water and soil. One farmer for example, Ernie Cornish of Middle Brown Farm in Huish Champflower near Taunton, Somerset, chose as part of his agreement to maintain traditional farm buildings and permanent grassland options. 
These agreements are hugely significant for the rural heritage and historic environment, with 75 per cent of our land in England under agri-environmental schemes. Find out more about the range of ES schemes here. Uplands ELS is designed to support hill farmers in remote and disadvantaged areas, and according to Natural England’s figures signing up to an Uplands ELS can earn farmers an average of £35,000 over the course of their agreement. Natural England says it is “well on track” towards meeting its year-end target of bringing 505,000 ha of land into Uplands ELS by March 2011.  Back
English Heritage: Summer Heritage Protection Reform newsletter published

English Heritage has released the latest version of its HPR Newsletter, outlining recent achievements and new initiatives as part of the ongoing programme to shape a modern, efficient and transparent heritage protection system.
Since the spring there have been two developments aimed at improving the designation process. The first is the launch of an online application form for designation. This is the first time that applications to list, schedule or register a heritage asset can be submitted to English Heritage in one form and online. It is envisaged that the form will also eventually include full mapping functionality to allow applicants to clearly indicate the areas they wish to be assessed.  The form can be downloaded from the English Heritage website here. The second initiative is the launch, in early 2011, of a searchable, online record of all designated assets available through the English Heritage and Heritage Gateway websites. This will be the first time that designation records for all assets types are available online. Both developments represent significant milestones in the HPR programme and are the first stages in the development of a unified designation system.
Other HPR news includes an overview of the National Heritage Protection Plan and an update on the HER21 scheme, which launched in February to provide grants through the national Heritage Protection Commissions Programme (formerly HEEP), to assist in the development of HPR compliant Historic Environment Records. Due out in autumn is a new online guide to heritage protection, whilst work on revising the 20 selection guides for listed buildings continues apace, as does the development of a series of new, illustrated Asset Descriptions. The newsletter also outlines details of Defra’s planned Marine Policy Statement, as well as the news that all EH Maritime Designation posts have been transferred to the Heritage Protection Department to ensure more consistent and appropriate protection and management of all historic assets. Click here to download the newsletter.  Back
English Heritage: The Setting of Heritage Assets guidance out for consultation

English Heritage (EH) has published its guidance document The Setting of Heritage Assets for consultation. ‘Setting’ in this context means the surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Elements of a setting may make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate that significance, or may be neutral.
Following on from the publication of Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment and its associated Practice Guide in March, in this consultation EH is seeking feedback from the sector on its interpretation of the policies and guidance on setting. In particular, on (a) the definition of setting, (b) the contribution that setting makes to the heritage significance of places and (c) approaches to assessing the implications of change within setting.
Click here to access the consultation. Responses should be sent by email to setting@english-heritage.org.uk or by post to Debbie Williams, English Heritage, 37 Tanner Row, York Y01 6WP. The closing date for responses is 26 November.  Back
Advisory Panel on the Archaeology of Burials in England (APABE)
The Advisory Panel on the Archaeology of Burials in England (APABE) has recently been set up with support from English Heritage, the Church of England and the Ministry of Justice. Its membership includes archaeologists, osteologists and museum staff. The panel’s three main aims are to provide a free source of casework advice to professionals who deal with archaeological human remains on scientific, legal, ethical and other matters; to support those involved with human remains in interpreting the guidance documents issued in 2005 by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (‘Guidance for the Care of Human Remains in Museums’) and English Heritage/Church of England (‘Guidance for Best Practice for Treatment of Human Remains Excavated from Christian Burial Grounds in England’); and to produce new guidance where necessary. For further details, or to request casework advice, see the APABE website here.  Back
ALSO THIS FORTNIGHT…
Back
A big thank you from the Discovering Places team

On behalf of the Discovering Places team I would like to thank all members for their support over the launch weekend of 23 to 25 July (see Update 189).  We had 132 events taking place over the weekend and initial feedback from those who ran events and those who attended alike is extremely positive.  We look forward to letting you know of future opportunities to get involved with the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad and the Discovering Places campaign.  Claire Horan, Discovering Places Project Manager.  Back
The Heritage Lottery Fund invests £10.5m in four places of historic significance 
Last week the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) announced confirmed funding of £10.5m for four projects in Scotland, Wales and England - Sir Walter Scott’s home Abbotsford, in the Borders; Newbridge Memorial Hall in Caerphilly; a Tudor dwelling house known as ‘The Walronds’ in Devon; and the 18th-century Wrest Park in Bedfordshire. Initial support totalling £126,900 has also been awarded for projects in Staffordshire, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Suffolk and Worcestershire. For full details of the funding for each project, click here. Back
The Prime Minister sets out plans for National Citizen Service from 2011

Prime Minister David Cameron has announced that government-backed pilots for a National Citizen Service for 16-year-old school leavers will take place between June and September 2011. 10,000 school leavers will be able to take part in the summer volunteering programme, part of the Big Society agenda, from next year. Placements, mainly with charities and social enterprises, will last about seven or eight weeks and aim to give every 16 year old the chance to learn new skills that will help them to make a positive contribution to their community. Previous estimates of the cost have put the 2011 pilots at about £13 million. More here. Back
Report from HTF event The Future of Heritage Protection, now available

On 17 June the Historic Towns Forum (a member of The Alliance), in partnership with specialist law firm Bircham Dyson Bell, hosted The Future of Heritage Protection, which explored PPS5 and changes to the planning system post election. The purpose of the event was to give information and guidance to HTF Members upon the implications of PPS5 - how will it change the way in which applications affecting the historic environment are determined and how to use it to best effect; and to explore the new political landscape – how is the planning system likely to change and what are the implications for those working in the historic environment. A report summarising the Conference content and speaker presentations can now be downloaded here.  Back
Leadership Advance Cultural Leadership Programme Associates announced

Funded by the Treasury, three sector lead organisations – Arts Council, England, Museums, Libraries and Archives Council and Creative and Cultural Skills – formed the Cultural Leadership Delivery Programme in 2006. Since then, it has delivered over 45,000 training and development days for over 20,000 emerging, mid-career and established leaders across the cultural sector. It delivers continuing professional development through work-based learning, intensive leadership courses, action research, knowledge sharing and advocacy. CLP commissioned Alchemy and Cultural Brokers to deliver Leadership Advance, a specially designed programme comprising individual and group sessions and workshops with international residencies, shadowing and mentoring programmes as additional options. The 19 chosen candidates for Leadership Advance, known as CLP Associates, have now been announced and the list can be found here. Congratulations to all; and the Alliance was particularly delighted to see so many heritage people were successful!  Back
Free condition surveys for churchyards located in the North Wessex AONB

Local stone mason and headstone repair specialist Stone Art Memorials, in association with the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), is offering a limited number of free condition surveys for local churchyards. The survey will examine existing memorials and offer guidance to those responsible for their maintenance. Further information will also be available on safety issues and remediation such as re-erecting and anchoring existing memorials to lessen the chance of risk to the public. To qualify for this service, the churchyard or parish must be located within the North Wessex Downs AONB (click here for a location map). To book a free condition survey, please contact the North Wessex Downs AONB office on 01488685440, or email info@northwessexdowns.org.uk  Back
Do you know a young achiever?  Nominate them now for a Young Achiever Award 2010

The Young Achievers Trust has launched a national search for England’s star achievers, with the opening of nominations for its Young Achievers Awards 2010. The Awards recognise inspirational young volunteers, activists and social entrepreneurs aged between 16 and 25 who have made an outstanding contribution in the areas of arts, environment, community or sport. If you know of a star young volunteer, why not nominate them and give them the chance to win a cash prize plus a year of support and development opportunities. Click here to make a nomination. Individuals can self-nominate or be nominated by completing the attached nomination form and e-mailing it back to info@youngachievers.co.uk or posting it to 1st Floor, 50 Featherstone Street, London, EC1Y 8RT. The deadline for nominations is the 30 September.  Back
PEOPLE
Back
John Lewis is new General Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries of London

The Society of Antiquaries of London (a member of The Alliance) has named its new General Secretary as John Lewis, following the resignation of David Gaimster to take up the post of Director of the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow. After ten years working as Project Officer for the Museum of London Archaeological Service, Mr Lewis has worked since 1998 for Wessex Archaeology as Manager of Framework Archaeology, serving the British Airports Authority in leading major archaeological projects across most of its sites. He has published widely in major archaeological journals and monographs and has always championed the human story behind the discoveries of excavation. More here. 

Griff Rhys Jones named as first President of Civic Voice

Comedian, actor, presenter, campaigner and author Griff Rhys Jones has been named as Civic Voice's first President. Civic Voice (a member of The Alliance) is the new national charity for the civic movement. Commenting on his appointment, Griff Rhys Jones said: “I am delighted and honoured to be asked. Local communities want and need to have their voices heard. Local people can help in making the places where we all live more attractive, enjoyable and distinctive. Because they care. Civic Voice is the national spearhead for a nationwide movement that campaigns for better places and that tremendously underrated value - civic pride.” Griff Rhys Jones also announced a national Civic Day will take place on Saturday 25 June 2011, when civic societies across England will invite people to celebrate their area and discover more about where they live. More here. 
EVENTS AND COURSES
Back
Research Libraries UK and Preservation Advisory Centre: Dare to Share - New Approaches to Long-Term Collections Management, 6 September

This is a Research Libraries UK and Preservation Advisory Centre joint conference exploring how collaborative activities can form part of a strategic approach to collections management across research and higher education institutions. The one-day conference examines how libraries and other research institutions can benefit from integrating preservation into broader, long-term collections management strategies with a particular emphasis on collaborative preservation ventures. Speakers from the UK and abroad will present current thinking on hybrid collections; using collection strengths to inform integrated strategies for resource allocation; how digitisation affects what we keep; protecting investment in digitisation projects; lifecycle costing of digital collections; and opens up the question about the UKRR being a model for other library materials. The event will take place at the Wellcome Collection Conference Centre, 183 Euston Road, London NW1 2BE. To find out more and to book, click here. 
Europa Nostra UK: Annual Meeting and Conference, 16 – 17 September

The Annual Meeting of Europa Nostra UK, which is being held in conjunction with ICOMOS UK World Heritage Committee and the UN Mission to UNESCO, will take place at the Hellenic Centre in Marylebone, London, on 16 and 17 September. The day will focus on the topic of ‘Monuments and Memories: valuing the tangible and intangible heritage of diverse communities’. The conference will begin with the annual Duncan-Sandys Memorial Lecture, which this year will be given by Professor Bernd von Droste, former Assistant Director General of UNESCO and founding Director of the World Heritage Centre, who will take the subject ‘From the seven wonders of the ancient world to the thousand world heritage sites’, stressing the concept of universal value. The day conference on 17 September will include speakers from ICOMOS UK, the UK Mission to UNESCO, the Heritage Lottery Fund, as well as overseas speakers. Details of registration for both the Duncan-Sandys lecture and the day conference may be obtained from Dr Lester Borley by emailing lesterborley@waitrose.com. There are a limited number of bursaries available for postgraduate students in related subjects, and further details of these can also be obtained from Dr Lester Borley as above.
Weald and Downland Open Air Museum: Building Conservation Comes of Age, 28 Sept

This one day conference will explore building conservation's journey from the avant-garde of the 1960s to mainstream acceptance today. Speakers include Sir Donald Insall, Ian Bristow, Ian Constantinides, Peter McCurdy, Matthew Saunders MBE, Eddie Booth, Marc Laenen, Richard Oxley, David & Judith Leigh and Marianne Suhr. Delegates also have the option of staying for a spit roast in the early evening. This is one of a series of events to mark the Weald & Downland Open Air Museum's 40th anniversary of opening. For further information and to book your place please contact Diana Rowsell, Head of Learning, on 01243 811464 or click here. The event will take place on Tuesday 28 September, 9am-5pm, at the Museum in West Sussex. 
SPAB: The Repair of Old Buildings – a course of lectures and visits, Sept / Oct
Between 27 Sept and 2 Oct 2010 (Mon – Sat) the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings’ (the SPAB) Autumn Repair Course 2010 will take place. The course is
intended for architects, surveyors, structural engineers, planners, conservation officers, builders and craftsmen. The object of the course is to illustrate by lectures and practical examples the manner in which the conservative repair of old buildings can be achieved. The lecturers are all practising architects or other experts with long experience of this type of work. The lectures are held at the Society’s offices at 37 Spital Square, London E1 - near Liverpool Street Station. The fee of £710 for the course includes lectures and relevant papers, morning coffee, afternoon tea, and coach travel for site visits. It also covers the 2-day tour, including overnight accommodation, transport, insurance and meals when travelling. For more information or to book a place, email info@spab.org.uk or click here. The SPAB offers bursaries to help deserving people who might not otherwise be able to afford a place on the 6-day repair course. To apply post a letter addressed to the Education Officer explaining why you need financial help, by Friday 19 August to the address above. 

HELM: Traditional Domestic Buildings and Energy Efficiency: Practical Advice for Local Authorities, Sept / Oct
HELM training is aimed at all local authority staff and elected members whose work has an impact on the historic environment. This HELM course on traditional domestic buildings and energy efficiency has been designed for local authority staff who provide advice and make informed decisions about energy efficiency in traditional domestic buildings. The course is free of charge. Dates are 16 September (Taunton), 30 September (Sheffield), 14 October (Birmingham) and 28 October (Oxford). Please contact Sam Channer on 01793 44 5029 or email helmbookings@english-heritage.org.uk to reserve your place.

Association for Heritage Interpretation: Annual Conference, 13 – 15 October

Interpreters from museums and heritage sites will be heading to Bournemouth this autumn for the annual conference of the Association for Heritage Interpretation (AHI). The theme for the conference, from 13 to 15 October, is ‘Effective Communication: Exploring new strategies for interpretation’. Speakers including representatives from the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site, Forestry Commission Scotland and the New Forest National Park. There will also be a presentation from English Heritage about the latest developments with the Stonehenge visitor centre. Delegates will visit The Tank Museum, Bovington, and the National Trust’s Corfe Castle, as well as the site of the new visitor centre at Durlston Country Park, gateway to the Jurassic Coast WHS. To find out more about AHI and the conference, visit www.ahi.org.uk 

The first UK Landscape Conference, 8 -10 November

Jointly hosted by Defra, the Welsh Assembly Government, the Scottish Government and the Department of the Environment Northern Ireland, this conference will be held in Liverpool and will celebrate the UK’s engagement with the principles of the European Landscape Convention. Speakers, contributors and case studies will represent UK, European and international experience and the event will include the announcement of the winner of the first UK Landscape Awards. For the full programme and online registration see the conference website here.
Investing in the Past - Funding Heritage Projects: Global and Local, 18 – 20 November 

This conference will provide a global perspective on the issues and challenges of creatively sourcing and managing funding for heritage projects, and delivering successful local outcomes and benefits. The conference will be of interest to a wide range of professionals in the heritage and built environment sectors including planners, architects, surveyors, project organizers, engineers with heritage interests, conservation specialists, community, civic, charity and building preservation trust representatives and trustees, policy developers, heritage and cultural industries managers and consultants, local authority managers,
politicians and decision makers. Speakers will include Chairman of The Heritage Alliance Loyd Grossman, conservation funding expert Dr Rob Pickard, IHBC, and Ratish Nanda of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture, among other international speakers on heritage projects.  The event will take place in Glasgow.  For full information, including delegate rates and how to book, click here. 

SITUATIONS VACANT
Back
HONORARY / VOLUNTARY POSITIONS
The Association of Gardens Trusts: Honorary Treasurer 

The Association of Gardens Trusts (AGT) is the national voice of the 35 County Gardens Trusts, which between them have around 7000 members. The AGT, which supports the County Trusts in the care and conservation of parks and gardens, is urgently looking for a part-time Treasurer to commence handover as soon as possible. The AGT anticipates that the role will take approximately two days per month and the Treasurer will be supported by a part time Finance Officer.  The AGT is based at 70 Cowcross Street, London, EC1M 6EJ, but the post holder would work mainly from home. He / she would be expected to have a formal accountancy qualification and / or be qualified by experience. He  /she would become a Trustee / Director of the AGT and a member of its management committee. The Association is a registered charity and company limited by guarantee.  For full details of the role, please click here and / or email the Chairman at chairman@agt.org.uk 
SALARIED POSITIONS

The Historic Houses Association: Administrative Assistant

The HHA represents the interests of Britain’s privately owned historic houses, castles and gardens. An efficient, well organised individual with good communication and IT skills is sought for the role of Assistant to the Assistant Director (Operations), who will also give general administrative support in the Association’s busy office in London SW1. The role involves daily procedural tasks, dealing with telephone and written enquiries from Members, our Regional Friends organisers and the general public, assisting with the production of the HHA’s quarterly magazine, events supplements and other publications, and the processing of applications for seminars and AGMs. To apply please email a CV and covering note outlining what you can bring to the post, to Peter Sinclair: peter.sinclair@hha.org.uk by 27 August. 

The Sobriety Project: Director

The Sobriety Project is looking for someone who is passionate about using the waterways to enhance people’s lives. The postholder will pro-actively lead a small but complex charity and must have good planning, communication, networking and facilitation skills with excellent managerial skills. The postholder must understand fundraising, working with the public sector and managing in the third sector. Interested candidates who aspire to high standards, have the passion and skills for the role and can help the Trustees deliver effective sustainable services for the community, should contact Julie Frost on 01405 768730 for an application pack. The salary is £36,500 per annum. Completed applications must be received by noon on 20 August either by e-mail to bob@waterwaysmuseum.org.uk or post to Bob Watson (mark confidential) at The Yorkshire Waterways Museum, Dutch River Side, Goole, DN14 5TB. For more information on the role, please contact Bob Watson, the retiring Director, on 01405 768730. It is expected that interviews will be held on Tuesday 7 September.

Notes and subscriptions
Back
Got some news?  If you would like to propose an item for inclusion in Update, please email details to the Editor Emma Robinson no later than midday on the Tuesday prior to publication (Update is published on alternate Fridays). 

1. The Heritage Alliance is a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales Registered Company No 4577804 and a Registered Charity. Charity No 1094793. Registered Office Clutha House, 10 Storey’s Gate, London, SW1P 3AY.

2. Subscription policy: see http://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/heritage-link-update-e-bulletin 
3. If you would like to be included in the circulation list for Heritage Update or if you would prefer to receive Update as an attachment which means that the internal links will work whatever your settings, please email the Editor, Emma Robinson.    

4. If you wish to use or quote from items in Heritage Update, you should always check the accuracy and current position with the source. The Heritage Alliance cannot guarantee the accuracy of, or accept any responsibility for, the contents of Update.

5. Unsubscribing: The Heritage Alliance uses limited details identifying subscribers for the circulation of Update only and never passes on this data to other parties. To unsubscribe, email mail@theheritagealliance.org.uk  giving details in full of all email addresses to be removed. Names of subscribers alone will not be sufficient to unsubscribe. 
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