The Protection of Historic Places of Worship Gets Another Boost This Thursday
This Thursday, the 4th of March, Places of Worship @ The Heritage Alliance (POW Alliance) will launch its much anticipated Manifesto for historic places of worship at Saint Gabriel’s Church, Warwick Square, London, at a breakfast meeting starting at 9am. Guests at the Launch will include Loyd Grossman OBE, the new Chairman of The Heritage Alliance; Crispin Truman, the Chief Executive of the Churches Conservation Trust, and the Right Reverend Graeme Knowles, the Dean of Saint Paul’s Cathedral.

There are 14,500 places of worship in England listed for their special architectural or historic interest. 45% of all grade I listed buildings are places of worship. 85% of listed places of worship in England belong to the Church of England.  
Thirty Anglican parish churches close every year and up to twenty other places of worship close across the UK: that’s 50 community buildings being lost each year.  Meanwhile public funding has been reduced with English Heritage and Churches Conservation Trust grants frozen for the past few years and a 45% cut in HLF’s grant budget since 2005. The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme, which allows places of worship to claim back VAT spent on repairs, and which has disbursed over £100 million since its inception in 2002, is due to end in 2011.  All of this is leaving small congregations struggling to protect very important buildings and meet repair bills, which is likely to get worse if there are further cuts.

Released in time to raise the profile of these precious and historic buildings, the Manifesto explains why historic places of worship are important and what an incoming government can do to maximise their potential and ensure the continuing ability of local communities to maintain them.  In particular it calls for the continuation of the highly successful Listed Places of Worship Grants Scheme beyond March 2011.
Crispin Truman, the Chief Executive of the Churches Conservation Trust and chair of POW Alliance said:

 “Historic places of worship are an essential part of community life and the need to support the volunteers who look after them cannot be ignored. With the Bishop of London speaking at Synod and Lord Mawson making a well received speech in the House of Lords in the past couple of weeks, the issue of how to care for historic places of worship is a central one as the Election approaches”.
Notes to editors
1. POW Alliance is an important new group under the Heritage Alliance umbrella.  It is an action-oriented national forum representing all the key charitable organisations in the sector and is designed to strengthen the voice of historic places of worship in national debates.

2. For further details, please contact Deborah Jarman, the Places of Worship Development Officer at The Heritage Alliance, Clutha House, 10 Storey's Gate, London SW1P  Tel:07506 675679 Email: placesofworship@heritagelink.org.uk
