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	The Heritage Alliance is the largest alliance of heritage interests in the UK, representing 82 member organisations, with the aim of promoting the central role of the non-Government movement in the heritage sector. Heritage Update is our voice; to, and for, the sector. It is estimated that Update reaches approximately 12,000 mailboxes in the UK and internationally; with readers as far afield as Abu Dhabi, Antarctica, Istanbul and California. For more information visit www.theheritagealliance.org.uk
CONTENTS

HEADLINES 

Impact of the recession clear in Heritage at Risk Register 2010
38 UK places put themselves forward for World Heritage Site status
National Lottery consultation: make sure you respond
Vote for Heritage on the Culture Forum 
English Heritage launches its report on the condition of England’s Places of Worship
The Heritage Lottery Fund welcomes Places of Worship report’s quantification of need
The Spending Challenge: have your say
Your Freedom?  Deputy PM launches web consultation to “de-regulate” Britain
The bonfire begins: Commission for Rural Communities abolished
Farmers and land managers: renew your ELS agreement now to avoid missing out
HAVE YOUR SAY: CONSULTATION ROUND-UP
NEWS
The Heritage Alliance Heroes Award 2010: have you entered yet?
The Penfold Review of non-planning consents: Final Report published
Bob Neill urges planners to be experts at working with communities
Details of new regional governance arrangements emerging
Decentralisation Minister explains fast track system
The Prince of Wales to launch new Countryside Fund to support small rural communities
Reviving Britain’s Terraces - Life After Pathfinder: new report commissioned by SAVE
First National Museums Strategy for Wales published
Consultation on a Museums Policy for Northern Ireland
Cultural Metropolis: The Mayor of London’s draft cultural strategy is out for consultation
Common ground, not battle grounds: The Open Spaces Society publishes commons guidance
The Heritage Alliance’s advocacy groups: what they’re up to


ALSO THIS FORTNIGHT…
Summer Lottery boost for UK parks
Maintenance Matters: new website for owners of historic properties launched by Cadw
European Days of Jewish Heritage and Culture: 5 -6 and 12 – 15 September
Have you signed up to The Cultural Learning Alliance yet? 
Green Start: VisitEngland launches new toolkit to help organisations go green
Win friends and influence people: The Museums Association launches online advocacy toolkit
BBC seeks historic buildings to feature on new documentary series with Dan Cruickshank
The Bluebell Railway Preservation Society scoops The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
New Light on Vernacular Architecture conference: Call for papers
EVENTS AND COURSES


SITUATIONS VACANT
NOTES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS
HEADLINES
Back
Impact of the recession clear in Heritage at Risk Register 2010

English Heritage published The Heritage at Risk Register 2010 on Wednesday (7 July), with the headline finding showing a significant slow-down in the number of Grade I and II* buildings being saved from decay. Factors such as the economic downturn and an unfavourable exchange rate have caused many of the projects to save these heritage assets to be left incomplete, or not started in the first place. 

The Register includes conservation areas at risk, as well as Grade I and II* listed buildings, scheduled monuments, registered parks and gardens, registered battlefields and protected wreck sites. The Register also includes Grade II listed buildings in London. Key statistics from the report show that 1 in 32 grade I and II* listed buildings are at risk, 1 in 14 conservation areas surveyed are at risk, 1 in 6 scheduled monuments are at risk, 1 in 16 registered parks and gardens are at risk, 1 in 7 registered battlefields are at risk and 1 in 6 protected wreck sites are at risk. The "conservation deficit", which is the difference between the cost of repair and the end value of the 1,218 buildings and structural scheduled monuments on the Register, is estimated to be £465 million - a 10 per cent rise from 2009.
Chief Executive of English Heritage, Dr Simon Thurley, said: "Cuts in both private and public spending are currently inevitable, but armed with our Heritage at Risk Register English Heritage is well-equipped to guard against the loss of the nation's greatest treasures and to suggest effective and economical strategies to protect our national heritage.”
To search the Register click here, view the press release here, click here for the national analysis report and click here for a summary of key statistics.  For the regional reports, click here.  Back
38 UK places put themselves forward for World Heritage Site status

On Wednesday (7 July) Heritage and Tourism Minister John Penrose published the list of applications for the UK’s new Tentative List of sites for World Heritage Site status. From the Tynwald Hill Norse assembly site on the Isle of Man, to Navan Fort in Northern Ireland, to Brunel’s Great Western Railway in Southern England, the 38 potential sites cover a range of countries, historic environments and landscapes. 

An independent expert panel will now be set up to assess each bid, and a new list of potential sites will be drawn up for submission to UNESCO in 2011. Mr Penrose said of the applicants: “We wanted a strong and varied list to eventually put to UNESCO, and I’m delighted that so many wonderful, diverse places have been put forward". For the full list of all 38 sites, click here. For photos of each site, click here and here. Back
National Lottery consultation: make sure you respond

The Alliance is currently responding to this Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) consultation - deadline 21 August. It is such an important consultation that Alliance members will be invited to sign up to a joint response and, at the same time, The Alliance is encouraging all, members and non members, to make their own submissions. Responses should be sent to lottery@culture.gsi.gov.uk
The consultation concerns an order to change the balance of funds to be allocated to each of the heritage, arts and sport good causes.  The amount each of these receives would rise to 20 per cent from the current 16.66 per cent in two stages up to 2012. This will amount to an additional £50m pa income for the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) from 2012 onwards.  The Heritage Alliance welcomes this proposal. 

At the same time, The Alliance is concerned to make sure that voluntary and community organisations that would have benefited under the Big Lottery Fund, including faith groups, do not lose out. BIG’s share falls from 50% to 40% but the impact will be reduced by a new and exclusive focus on the voluntary and community sector. It is important to ensure that other lottery distributors continue to favour these bodies too: for example four out of five HLF projects have been run by community, voluntary sector and faith organisations, from boy scouts to ex-boxers. 

For this reason, The Alliance response also suggests that the Government’s proposed requirement for Lottery distributors to reduce the proportion of funding on their own administration might discourage them from making smaller grants - which are proportionately more costly to administer but are vital to voluntary and community groups. The Alliance advocates that the Government benchmarks other grant giving organisations’ proportions of administrative costs, especially those specialising in smaller grants, before deciding on a standard limit of 5 per cent for the administrative costs of Lottery Distributors. Under the same heading, The Alliance points out that HLF’s research function is unique and much valued by a very diverse heritage sector. 

Under ‘any observations’, The Alliance points out that this huge and welcome investment in our heritage still leaves private owners out in the cold.  As some two thirds of our heritage is in private hands, this response re-iterates a recommendation that the Government explores fiscal incentives to encourage good repair and maintenance.  Back
Vote for Heritage on the Culture Forum 

Arts & Business, along with National Campaign for the Arts, have set up a new advocacy initiative called the Culture Forum. Representatives of the Culture Forum will have a direct line to Government on issues such as increasing the contribution from the private sector, reducing the impact of arts cuts, creating innovative funding models and delivering increased cultural philanthropy. 
The Heritage Alliance is keen that this will be a culture-wide forum representing heritage as well as the arts. We need your support, especially members of Arts & Business, to make it happen. 
With A&B encouragement, we have nominated Alliance Deputy Chair, Ian Lush, to join the new Forum. Ian is Chief Executive of the Architectural Heritage Fund, an active member of our Funding Advocacy Group, Vice Chair of Acevo’s Arts and Heritage Special Interest Group and leads our Cultural Olympiad project, Discovering Places. Ian says: “Our heritage is a vital part of the UK’s cultural sector, but not always seen as such – even Government has separated it from the arts with the DCMS ministerial appointments. Through devising ‘Discovering Places’ for the Cultural Olympiad I am bringing heritage into the cultural mainstream, and I would like to do the same by representing our sector on the Forum”.
If you are a member of Arts &Business, please click here to vote online for Ian as a heritage representative on the new forum so that it works across a broad cultural base. Click on the ‘Medium’ category to vote for Ian. Votes are needed before 16 July!  Please forward this email to colleagues who are members of Arts & Business – see the list of members here - and encourage them to vote too. Thank you for your support. Back
English Heritage launches its report on the condition of England’s Places of Worship

What is the current state of repair of England's churches, chapels and other historic places of worship? How are congregations coping in today's difficult economic climate, and how important are the two major grant schemes for places of worship, one of which is due to finish in March 2011?  English Heritage (EH) aimed to answer these questions, and more, with the launch of its first ever sample survey of England’s 14,500 listed places of worship last week entitled Caring for Places of Worship. 

Published on 30 June, with a launch to the sector at St John’s Smith Square the following day, the report suggests that approximately 90 per cent are in good or fair condition but 10 per cent are potentially in need of urgent major repairs. Research among congregations reveals that for two-thirds, funding major repairs is a constant worry. Other top concerns in the report: finding out what being listed means, getting permission to make changes, getting funding to keep the building wind and watertight, getting funding for improving facilities and community use, legal responsibilities, health and safety, access and fire regulations, opening up to visitors, and increasing the pool of volunteers willing to look after the building. 

The report reveals the impact of the £25 million a year Repair Grants for Places of Worship scheme (run jointly by English Heritage and the Heritage Lottery Fund), with 76 per cent of congregations stating they would not have been able to complete their repair and maintenance project at all without a grant. The report  also shows that the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme for England (which returns, in grant aid, all or part of the actual amount spent on VAT on eligible repairs to listed places of worship, financed by the Treasury and currently due to continue until March 2011) is also seen as vital; revealing that one in five recipients said they would not have been able to proceed without it. (NB: encourage your MP to sign up to the Early Day Motion tabled by Alan Meale MP here). 

In response to the findings of the report, EH has produced Caring for Places of Worship, a practical guide, DVD and website www.english-heritage.org.uk/powar to point congregations in the direction of help and advice for looking after their place of worship. The pack has been sent to every listed place of worship in England, plus thousands of unlisted ones, and is available to anyone who requests one. The Church of England’s Churchcare website also has detailed advice, much of which is relevant to any place of worship; The National Churches Trust has appointed a National Support Officer; The Churches Conservation Trust's Regeneration Task Force is helping prevent vulnerable churches from closing; EH is continuing to offer part-funded Support Officers delivering expert advice at local level and the The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings is running its award-winning free Faith in Maintenance training courses for volunteers.  For more information on the Caring for Places of Worship report, click here.  Back
The Heritage Lottery Fund welcomes Places of Worship report’s quantification of need

Carole Souter, Chief Executive of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), welcomed the publication of English Heritage’s Caring for Places of Worship report on 30 June, and said that HLF would be considering how it might respond to the challenges set out in the report in the light of its expectation of increased funding in future years: “This valuable research comes just at the perfect time. It increases our understanding of current need and will influence how we distribute the additional money we expect to receive as a result of the change in Lottery shares, on which the Government is currently consulting. We’ve always seen places of worship as absolutely central to our national heritage, identity and culture and have already committed considerable investment through both the joint scheme with English Heritage and our wider investment across the UK. Today's report reveals considerable progress, but also highlights the huge scale of investment needed to protect the one in ten historic places of worship that are at still risk in England.” Back
The Spending Challenge: have your say

The Spending Challenge is the Government’s much-talked of public consultation website aimed to shape the way Government works and help it reduce the deficit. Initially open only to public sector works (over 8000 public sector workers responded on the first day) it opens up to the general public today (9 July). All are invited to share ideas: small-scale and quick to put into action, or more radical involving significant changes to where and how Government works. The question the politicians are asking is “how can we rethink services to deliver more for less”. Answers must be summarised in fewer than 500 words. The Government promises that every single idea will be considered, and the ideas it deems to be most promising will be sent to Departments and Treasury spending teams to be worked up. Selected ideas will be reviewed by Ministers in the run up to the Comprehensive Spending Review on 20 October. For more details or to submit an idea to The Spending Challenge, click here.  Back
Your Freedom?  Deputy PM launches web consultation to “de-regulate” Britain 

On 1 July, the Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg launched Your Freedom – the latest of the Government’s web consultations, which seeks feedback from the general public to identify unnecessary laws the British people would like to see repealed, cut regulations on businesses and charities and to suggest ideas for promoting civil liberties. In his launch speech Mr Clegg said the aim of the exercise is to strip away “the excessive regulation that stops businesses from innovating” and promised “your views will shape directly the steps we take.”  Your Freedom offers three broad categories we can all log-in to have a say on: restoring civil liberties, repealing unnecessary laws and cutting business and third sector regulations.  The most popular ideas will be submitted to relevant government departments for consideration. 

The website covers UK laws and regulations only, not EU ones; however, in his speech Mr Clegg also announced that the Coalition Government is “looking closely at the timing and implementation of new EU rules so that British businesses are not at a disadvantage compared to their competitors abroad.”  It was also noted that the Coalition Government’s newly established Reducing Regulation Committee, chaired by Vince Cable, would be meeting for the first time that day (1 July) and that its immediate task would be to look at all of the regulations approved by the previous Government that are due to be introduced this year, to establish whether or not they are really necessary: “That’s a fundamental shift in Whitehall” said the Deputy PM, adding “regulation will be the last, rather than the first, resort.” Visit the Your Freedom site here.  For Nick Clegg’s full speech, click here.  Back
The bonfire begins: Commission for Rural Communities abolished

Secretary of State for the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) Caroline Spelman, announced the abolition of the Commission for Rural Communities in a written ministerial statement on the department’s arm’s-length bodies last week: “Ministers will lead rural policy from within my Department; I have accordingly decided to abolish the Commission for Rural Communities as an independent body.” Instead, the Secretary of State announced that a “strengthened” Rural Communities Policy Unit will “work across Government to ensure that the interests of rural communities are fully reflected in policies and programmes.” Read Caroline Spelman’s full statement here.  As Geoffrey Lean states in his article on Telegraph.co.uk, “so who will (now) speak for the countryside?” – click here for the full article.  Back
Farmers and land managers: renew your ELS agreement now to avoid missing out

Natural England is urging farmers and land managers with Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) agreements due to expire on 31 July to renew them as soon as possible, in order to avoid a gap between agreements, and consequently, a gap in payments. Environmental Stewardship is an agri-environment scheme administered by Natural England that provides funding to farmers and other land managers in England to look after features of their land such as historic sites, landscapes, wildlife, water and soil. There are several types of Environmental Stewardship agreements available: Entry Level, Higher Level, Organic Level, and Uplands – designed to support hill farmers in disadvantaged areas. These agreements are hugely significant for the rural heritage and historic environment. Find out more about ES schemes here. 
Although large numbers have already renewed their Entry Level Agreements, around 2,600 (52 per cent) of farmers and land managers either submitted their renewal applications after the June 1 deadline, or have yet to return them. Natural England will give as many of the late applicants as possible a start date of August 1 for their new agreements, but there will inevitably be some whose new agreements will not begin until September 1 at the earliest. More on renewal here.  Back
HAVE YOUR SAY: CONSULTATION ROUND-UP
Back
July

Green Paper: Unlocking the potential of cultural and creative industries. A European Commission consultation to gather views on various issues impacting the cultural and creative industries in Europe, to ensure its policies and programmes are fit for purpose: deadline 30 July. 

Your Freedom. A UK Government consultation. 

The Spending Challenge. A Treasury consultation.
August

Consultation on the National Lottery Shares. A DCMS consultation: deadline 21 August. 
Consultation on a Museums Policy for Northern Ireland. A Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure Northern Ireland consultation: deadline 24 August. 

September

Cultural Metropolis: The Mayor of London’s Draft Cultural Strategy 2012 and beyond. A Greater London Authority consultation: deadline 6 September.
NEWS
Back
The Heritage Alliance Heroes Award 2010: have you entered yet?

Entries are now coming in for our new members’ award, to find the Heritage Alliance Hero 2010. This new initiative is the pilot for an annual Award scheme to celebrate our members and to demonstrate the energy and achievements of heritage volunteers. The Award, which is open to Alliance member organisations and their members, should showcase an inspirational project that was completed in the past 12 months (to May 2010) by a volunteer individual or team (professional work is not excluded if funded and managed by volunteer effort) where the project has had a long-term impact and commanded the respect of the sector. We’re particularly interested to hear about projects that are likely to appeal to a wider non-heritage audience and offer a powerful human story, which we can tell to the nation. 
Proposals should be submitted in fewer than 500 words, with one image that encapsulates the project, by email before 31 July to Denis Dunstone; Transport Trust and member of the Alliance Board denis.dunstone@talktalk.net  Enquiries should also go to Denis please, on 02795 941595. 


Entries will be judged by The Alliance’s Chairman, Deputy Chairman, a Board member and the CEO. Their decision is final. The winner will be notified by 30 September and presented with the Award at The Alliance’s AGM & Heritage Day on 8 December at The Banqueting House, Whitehall. The member promoting the winner will be asked to produce a short slide show or video of the achievement (with technical support) for presentation to the audience at the event. The winner will also receive a memento of the event and PR / marketing exposure. To find out more and for an entry form, click here.  Back

The Penfold Review of non-planning consents: Final Report published

The Final Report of the Penfold Review, which was set up “to identify whether non-planning consents delay or discourage investment” was published this week. The Alliance submitted its response to Mr Penfold on 10 February (here). The Government is now considering the recommendations of the 130-page Report, and will publish a formal response in the autumn. View the report here. For more information on the Penfold Review, or the Government’s response, email penfoldreview@bis.gsi.gov.uk  The Alliance will print an analysis of the report in the next Update. Back
Bob Neill urges planners to be experts at working with communities

On 24 June, Planning Minister Bob Neill called on the planning profession to lead the revolution to put power back into the hands of local people. Speaking at the National Planning Forum, of which The Heritage Alliance is a member, Mr Neill set out the Government's vision for the future where councils and local people work together with developers and planners to deliver new building in their area. 

Mr Neill explained how planning policy would be streamlined and simplified, to free up local authorities and communities to make their own decisions: "Communities will be able to come together and take responsibility for solving their own local challenges in a way that makes sense for them. And in return, they will be offered powerful incentives that ensure they see the benefits of the development they welcome. Planning has its roots in a democratic system that engages local communities”. 

The Minister went on to set out the challenges ahead for planners, Councillors and developers: “In the future, planners will not just be planning experts, but experts at working with communities, and translating their visions into action”. Local plans, he said, will be more transparent and spell out how they will benefit the community.  Communities will also help develop proposals for their neighborhoods, rather than be consulted on 'options' that have already been prepared.  Read the full speech here. Back
Details of new regional governance arrangements emerging

Details of the Coalition Government’s approach to regional governance are slowly emerging. On 29 June Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg launched the £1 billion Regional Growth Fund to help areas and communities at risk of being particularly affected by public spending cuts. The fund, which will operate in 2011/12 and 2012/13, is designed to help areas most dependent on public sector employment “as the country makes the transition to private sector-led growth and prosperity”.

Nick Clegg also set out plans for Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) that will bring together councils and businesses “on an equal footing with one voice”, replacing the current Regional Development Agencies (RDAs). In a joint letter sent to councils and business leaders, Business Secretary Vince Cable and Communities Secretary Eric Pickles asked them to consider forming new LEPs that can provide strategic leadership in their local areas and create the right environment for business success and economic growth “by tackling such issues as planning and housing, local transport and infrastructure priorities, employment and enterprise and the transition to a low carbon economy”. 

Business and civic leaders are expected to be represented equally with a prominent business leader in the Chair. Partnerships are expected to reflect the natural economic geography of the areas they service and to cover a real functional economy and travel area. Outline proposals from partnerships of local authorities and businesses are invited by 6 September. Further details of the Regional Growth Fund and the creation of LEPs will be set out in the forthcoming White Paper on local and regional growth. More here. Adding to the mix, the Local Government Association sets out the case for ‘place-based budgeting’ here.  Back
Decentralisation Minister explains fast track system 

On 29 June Greg Clark outlined the “new democratic, fast track system” for decision-making on major infrastructure projects that will replace the Infrastructure Planning Commission (IPC) - to be abolished in line with the Coalition Agreement.

Under the new plans Ministers (not commissioners) will take the decisions on new infrastructure projects critical to the country's future economic growth. A Major Infrastructure Planning Unit will be established in the Planning Inspectorate to continue fast-tracking major infrastructure projects such as offshore wind farms and nuclear power stations. Ministers will take decisions on applications within the same statutory fast-track timeframe as the current regime.

In addition, all National Policy Statements (NPS), the Government's future infrastructure blueprints, will now be subject to ratification by Parliament: “The coalition is committed to openness and transparency and it follows that planning decisions should be taken within a clear policy framework, and within clear time limits, making these decisions as predictable as possible. The Government will therefore be pressing ahead with the development of National Policy Statements and will issue a more detailed statement on them later in the summer.”
New primary legislation will be brought forward to close the IPC. Until that is in place the IPC will continue to consider and determine applications, as National Policy Statements are designated to ensure there is no delay in handling applications. More here.  Back
The Prince of Wales to launch new Countryside Fund to support small rural communities

Prince Charles is set to launch his 19th charity on 22 July – the Prince’s Countryside Fund – with the aim of supporting the nation’s most vulnerable farmers and small rural communities to improve the long-term viability of the British countryside. The new fund, which is expected to raise tens of millions of pounds for depressed rural areas in the next decade from big businesses, is “designed to assist the smaller family farm”, the Prince stated. Speaking to John Craven during an interview on BBC One’s Countryfile on Sunday, Prince Charles said: "People visit the countryside and it's always there, but people don't understand how much work has to go into maintaining it and keeping it like that…It doesn't just happen by accident so the important thing is to ensure that rural skills are maintained and young people have a chance to take part in rural businesses and skills." It has been suggested that the Fund could be of particular use to uplands landscapes, of which 75 per cent is designated as National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

The charity is raising money from a wide range of businesses and retailers, including Waitrose, McVities and McDonalds, in order to provide grants to projects, large and small, that are delivering its three core objectives: improving the sustainability of British farming and rural communities targeting the areas of greatest need, reconnecting consumers with countryside issues, and supporting farming crisis charities through a dedicated emergency funding stream. There will also be a focus on promoting school farms and gardens and educating children about the origins of food, whilst retaining reserve funds to distribute in the event of emergencies. It is understood that around a dozen leading figures from the retail and production worlds will serve on a board of trustees for the new fund, and that many companies have already pledged money to the "starting pot" of £1 million.

The Prince’s Countryside Fund will launch formally on 22 July – keep an eye on www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk. To find out more, watch Countryfile on BBC iplayer here. Back
Reviving Britain’s Terraces - Life After Pathfinder: new report commissioned by SAVE

A new report entitled Reviving Britain’s Terraces: Life After Pathfinder, commissioned by SAVE Britain’s Heritage (a member of The Heritage Alliance), looks at the aftermath of New Labour’s Housing Market Renewal (Pathfinder) Initiative and presents a new vision for healing and reviving the communities across the north of England that were left shattered by house clearances.

To date the Pathfinder programme has cost over £2.2 billion and has resulted in the demolition of at least 16,000 houses - four times as many as have been built as replacements. The programme also left thousands more houses empty and decaying at a time of soaring council waiting lists. The report, produced by Mark Hines Architects, looks at how terraced housing earmarked for demolition can be adapted, upgraded and remodelled to a high standard of energy efficiency, creating a range of accommodation and forming exemplar 'eco-communities' of the future.  The report is available direct from SAVE at the special introductory rate of £10 (£8 to Friends of SAVE) email office@savebritainsheritage.org or ring 020 7253 3500. Back
First National Museums Strategy for Wales published

The Welsh Assembly’s Minister for Heritage Alun Ffred Jones launched Wales’s first National Museums Strategy in June. The strategy offers realistic actions that Welsh museums can take to improve services and to demonstrate the benefits of Welsh heritage to society as a whole, particularly in difficult times. The five-year strategy asks museums to look at new ways of encouraging more volunteers to get involved, contributing to cultural tourism, helping to develop the Welsh language, sharing exhibits, and attracting more young people and ethnic minorities. The document identifies three key principles museums should follow to do this: Museums will contribute to living communities, promote the values of a fair and just society and provide lifelong learning opportunities for all; Museums will hold, care for and continue to develop collections for the nation that represent Wales’s rich and diverse culture; and museums will manage their sites, operations, collections and people effectively to continue providing services for citizens that are relevant, robust and sustainable. The strategy highlights a number of museums that have adopted new and interesting ways of meeting these objectives, including an award-winning volunteering scheme at the Egypt Centre at Swansea University, a festival sharing the oral history of ethnic minority influence in the development of Newport and an Iron Age round house and windmill helping to regenerate rural Anglesey.  Download the strategy in full here.  Back
Consultation on a Museums Policy for Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland’s Culture Minister Nelson McCausland has launched a consultation on a museums policy for Northern Ireland.  The consultation meets a commitment made by the Minister to the Culture, Arts and Leisure Committee’s Inquiry into the need to have a museums policy addressing five interdependent strategic priorities - developing audiences; education and Learning; collections development, care, management and use; infrastructure, investment and resources; and cultural rights. The aims of the draft policy include ensuring museums are seen as safe places in which to explore and participate in diverse types of community activity, and that they make a significant contribution to good community relations. The consultation runs until 24 August and the consultation document can be found here.  Back
Cultural Metropolis: The Mayor of London’s draft cultural strategy is out for consultation

The Mayor Boris Johnson’s draft Cultural Strategy sets out his vision, priorities and recommendations for how to strengthen the cultural life of Londoners across the capital. Cultural Metropolis highlights concerns and priorities for action around a wide range of issues such as private and public funding, international promotion, education and training, improving access and participation, supporting festivals and public art, and planning and cultural infrastructure. The consultation will run until 6 September, and the consultation document can be found here. Results of the consultation will be published later this year.  Back
Common ground, not battle grounds: The Open Spaces Society publishes commons guidance

The Open Spaces Society has published Finding Common Ground, a guide to how to recognise and take account of local-community interests with regards to common land. There are 1,544 square miles of commons in England, in 7,062 separate units, and 88 per cent of this land is nationally or internationally designated for its landscape, habitat or archaeology.

Finding Common Ground was commissioned by Natural England and aims to enable readers to raise awareness of issues relating to the community interests of common land, assess the importance of common land to local neighbourhoods, engage with communities and understand their perspectives and incorporate community concerns in any scheme examining the future and management of commons. This approach will complement established criteria used in assessing national importance of land for interests such as nature conservation and landscape, by ensuring that the interests of local communities are always at the heart of decision making.  Read the document here.  Back
The Heritage Alliance’s advocacy groups: what they’re up to

The Alliance’s four advocacy groups have been hard at work over the summer… 
The Inclusion Advocacy Group held its last meeting on 19 May, where its draft vision statement was finalised, plans for its summer policy event were discussed in detail and projects updates were tabled. Since the meeting, the agenda for the summer policy day has been developed and it will be published imminently (look out in the Events section of forthcoming Updates!). The event, which is aimed at Alliance members and those with an interest in education and inclusion, will take place on 7 September at the Tower of London and will host a wide range of speakers focusing on the heritage offer in learning (formal, informal, lifelong), skills development, volunteer development and diversity. The group’s Vision Statement, outlining its priorities for heritage inclusion and asks on the Government, will also be launched at the event. The next meeting of the Inclusion Advocacy Group will take place on 21 October. 
The new Rural Advocacy Group held its first meeting on 17 June. The discussion focused primarily on actions the group will undertake to influence reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) post 2013, and reductions in the Environmental Stewardship programme. The group published a briefing note on the importance of the CAP to our rural historic environment earlier in the year, which can be found here and reported on a meeting in Brussels on 25 March that several reps from the group attended. This meeting was hosted by Europa Nostra, to discuss Europe-wide and member state based lobbying on CAP reform. Since then a joint statement has been submitted to the European Commission on behalf of Europa Nostra, Europae Archaeologiae Consilium, the European Association of Archaeologists, the European Council for the Village and Small Town, the European Federation of Farm and Village Tourism and the International Association Rurality-Environment-Development (reported in Update 187). Further collaborative advocacy efforts were discussed, and are in the pipeline. The next meeting will take place on 15 October. 
The Funding Advocacy Group held its most recent meeting on 17 June. The meeting reviewed the web statistics for The Alliance’s Heritage Funding Directory (HFD), which were very positive, and discussed its ongoing development. Plans for the group’s fundraising skills seminar for members, in partnership with HLF Yorkshire and Humber, were also discussed. This event will take place on 12 October at the National Railway Museum in York, and The Alliance is currently liaising with HLF over the draft programme. The group also held a detailed discussion of funding risks currently facing the sector and responses to each. It was agreed that The Alliance would respond to the Lottery shares consultation as a members’ sign up (see headline article). The next meeting is set to take place ahead of the Comprehensive Spending Review, the date of which has since been announced as 20 October. 

The Spatial Planning Advocacy Group held its most recent meeting on 17 May. The Alliance’s Heritage Protection Reform Coordinator Karen Bewick updated the group on HPR developments and The Alliance’s response to English Heritage’s online National Heritage Protection Plan consultation was discussed.  The group outlined plans for its draft vision statement, which is intended to outline what it wants to see from the Government and what the historic environment can contribute to Government priorities, and the final draft of this will be presented at the next meeting ready for design and production. The group noted the two new PPSs that were in draft at the time of the meeting - Planning Policy Statement: Planning for a Low Carbon Future in a Changing Climate, and Planning Policy Statement: Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment. The Alliance has since responded to these, and the Government’s consultation on Energy Performance Certificates. The next meeting will take place on 1 November.   Back
ALSO THIS FORTNIGHT…
Back
Summer Lottery boost for UK parks

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and the Big Lottery Fund (BIG) confirmed funding of over £6m for four parks across England through their joint Parks for People programme earlier this month. The parks in Wallsend, Dudley, Leeds and Burnham-on-Sea can now go ahead with major redevelopment work. Wallsend Parks, Wallsend, North East will receive £2,446,500; Priory Park, Dudley, West Midlands will receive £1,786,000; Middleton Park, Leeds, Yorkshire will receive £1,465,000 and Burnham-on-Sea, Marine Cove Gardens, South West will receive £344,200 (HLF funding only). 
Over £1million of development funding was also announced today for a further 11 parks across the country and will help to progress plans for wider restoration work. See the full list and detail of the works here. Back
Maintenance Matters: new website for owners of historic properties launched by Cadw

Maintenance Matters, a new web resource designed by Cadw - the Welsh Assembly Government’s historic environment service - for owners of historic and listed properties, has now gone live. Offering practical advice on issues such as routine inspection, health and safety, tools, materials and techniques, consents and choosing the right contractor, the website aims to help non-specialists to look after their properties. Back
European Days of Jewish Heritage and Culture: 5 -6 and 12 – 15 September

Launched in 2000, the European Days of Jewish Heritage and Culture give us all the opportunity to visit historic synagogues and other historic buildings of the Jewish faith, as well as partake in events such as heritage trails around the country and the ‘Art in Judaism’ events at the Jewish Museum in London. Organised by B’nai B’rith (a member of The Heritage Alliance) between 25 and 30 European countries take part in the Days, which see around 200,000 visitors. There is a wide range of events on offer during September, around the country. Click here for more information or email bbukjewishheritage@gmail.com / phone 0759 907 7869. Back
Have you signed up to The Cultural Learning Alliance yet? 

The Cultural Learning Alliance is an initiative led by the Arts Council, Museums Libraries and Archives Council, CABE and a range of other organisations spanning the cultural sector, set up to advocate for and support the provision of cultural learning experiences for children and young people. The Alliance is for everyone who believes children and young people are entitled to learn through music, live performance, visiting museums and galleries, heritage and architecture, work with writers, performers and artists, and other high-quality cultural opportunities. The Cultural Learning Alliance gathers evidence for the benefits of culture in education, case studies of good practice, and supports CPD for educators. The Heritage Alliance has signed up to register its support for this initiative, and would encourage other organisations across the sector that support the aims of this Alliance to do the same. You can sign up to the Alliance and lend your support towards building a coherent voice for cultural learning and participation, here. To view the Cultural Learning Alliance website and the list of the 1080 (at the time of writing) organisations and individuals that have already signed up, click here.  Back
Green Start: VisitEngland launches new toolkit to help organisations go green

VisitEngland has launched Green Start this summer - an online toolkit to help small to medium sized organisations become more sustainable. Green Start is available, at no cost, to all tourism organisations interested in understanding how they can embrace sustainable practices.  The online and DVD based initiative has been designed to help organisations review their performance and illustrates how sustainable practice can save money, encourage greater efficiency and have a positive impact on the local community. Alongside Green Start, Keep it Real, is a complementary marketing and communications tool providing organisations with tips and advice on marketing their green credentials.  Comprised of five useful chapters, Keep it Real answers key questions: Who do I tell? Why am I telling it? What do I say? Where do I tell? and When do I tell?  This project is a joint initiative with the regional tourism delivery partners of England, led by the national tourist board VisitEngland. Green Start is available here. Keep it Real is available here. Back
Win friends and influence people: The Museums Association launches online advocacy toolkit

The Museums Association (MA) has launched a range of online resources to support cultural sector organisations in their advocacy efforts, as part of its …Love Museums project.  These user-friendly resources are part of the second stage in the current project, which is designed to help museums ‘win friends and influence people’ by better communicating what they do. Whilst designed for the museum sector, these free advocacy resources will also be helpful and relevant to a wide range of heritage sector organisations. Resources include: tips from museum professionals, advocacy articles from sector media, a sector discussion board and links to advocacy guidance. Fact sheets and a guide entitled ‘What Is Advocacy?’ are to follow before the end of August. The toolkit is available here.  Back
BBC seeks historic buildings to feature on new documentary series with Dan Cruickshank

Darlow Smithson Productions and the BBC are currently developing a new six-part series about architectural heritage, to be presented by Dan Cruickshank. Each series will focus on one building to trace its social and architectural history and the methods and materials used in its construction, along with the stories of previous owners and occupiers. For more information email yasemin.rashit@darlowsmithson.com or ring 020 7482 7027. Back
The Bluebell Railway Preservation Society scoops The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

The Heritage Railway Association (a member of The Alliance) member The Bluebell Railway Preservation Society, based in Sussex, has been granted the prestigious Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service – equivalent to an MBE for a volunteer group. This prestigious award is given to voluntary groups across the UK for outstanding work in their local communities that is of social, economic or environmental service to the area and is supported, recognised and respected by the people who benefit from it. Bluebell was recognised for its “pioneering preservation of Britain's railway heritage through railway operation" and the contribution the railway has made to education and inclusion in the local community, with its "welcome to all" philosophy. The award will be presented formally over the summer by the Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, on behalf of The Queen. Congratulations to Bluebell!  Click here for more information. Back
New Light on Vernacular Architecture conference: Call for papers

From 22 to 25 June 2011, the University of Liverpool's Centre for Manx Studies and Manx National Heritage will be hosting a vernacular architecture conference on the Isle of Man. Entitled New Light on Vernacular Architecture: Studies in Britain, Ireland and the Isle of Man, the conference will bring together scholars and practitioners from a variety of different disciplines to identify and encourage new directions, new approaches, and new interpretations in the study of vernacular architecture in Britain, Ireland, and the Isle of Man.  The conference will be held at the Manx Museum in Douglas. The Call for Papers has now been announced on the conference website here. The conference organisers would welcome papers on all aspects of vernacular architecture from within the British Isles, particularly those exploring new directions, interpretations and approaches to the subject. The deadline for abstracts is 30 September 2010.  Submission details can be found here.  For more information email c.mackie@liverpool.ac.uk or ring 01624 695 777.  Back
EVENTS AND COURSES
Back
The British Library: Decoding the digital - a common language for preservation, 27 July, London 
A joint venture between the British Library and the Digital Preservation Coalition, this summer conference will be held at The British Library in London on 27 July. Speakers from UCL, TNA, The British Library, University of Cambridge, JISC, RIN and CeRch will seek to demystify digital preservation; providing an introduction to digital preservation issues for the uninitiated and showing those involved in technological support how collections are developed and used. The programme features pairs of speakers talking about the creation, management, preservation and use of digital collections. The event costs £50 + VAT (including lunch and refreshments) and will be held at the British Library Conference Centre.  For programme and registration details click here. Back
York Minster: Stone Carving Festival 2010, 14 - 15 August

Masons, carvers, sculptors and stonework apprentices from the UK and abroad are invited to visit York Minster for a weekend of celebrating the craft of stonecarving. All Stones will be auctioned by Stephensons Auctioneers on the Sunday afternoon; proceeds to cover the cost of the festival. A prize will be presented for the best stone, judged by all the participants. Any profit will be split between York Minster Development Fund and York Against Cancer. £40 per person, open to all skill levels. The price includes a tee-shirt, a BBQ on evening of Friday 13 August and food during the weekend as outlined in the itinerary. Places are limited to 80 bankers so please register early to avoid disappointment. The closing date for applications is 9 July. For more information on the programme or to book visit http://www.yorkminster.org/learning/york-minster-works-department/stone-carving-festival or email rebeccat@yorkminster.org Back
The Churches Conservation Trust: Lime, Mortars, Masonry and More, 6-9 September, Harewood

The Churches Conservation Trust and The Earth Stone and Lime Company are offering a four day training course in a variety of traditional building craft skills at All Saints Church, Harewood, between 6 and 9 September. Using the whole site as a teaching tool and with a working party theme, practical work will focus on repairing the derelict outbuildings and adjacent walls in the churchyard. The course is designed to cater for all levels of knowledge from beginners to those with experience. Participants are welcome to attend all or a selection of the days. £100 per day (or £350 for all 4 days); Students and unemployed £75 per day (or £250 for all 4 days); lunch and refreshments included. For more information and booking forms please contact Catherine Piddington at The Churches Conservation Trust on 020 7213 0670 or email craftskills@tcct.org.uk  Back
Historic Scotland: Heritage Science in Scotland, 7 September, Glasgow

Historic Scotland will be hosting a conference entitled 'Heritage Science in Scotland' on 7 September at the Glasgow Science Centre. This event will highlight the importance and quality of Scotland’s heritage science output and will demonstrate the close and productive working between heritage institutions and specialist university research groups. The speakers will be a mixture of scientists and non-scientists working in the heritage field, and the event will have four themes: Using science to understand the past, monitoring decay and conservation treatments, public and wider benefits of heritage science and current research in heritage science in Scotland. To book click here. For more information ring 0131 668 8371 or email hs.cgevents@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. Back
European Days of Jewish Heritage and Culture: 5 -6 and 12 – 15 September

Launched in 2000, the European Days of Jewish Heritage and Culture give us all the opportunity to visit historic synagogues and other historic buildings of the Jewish faith, as well as partake in events such as heritage trails around the country and the ‘Art in Judaism’ events at the Jewish Museum in London. Organised by B’nai B’rith (a member of The Heritage Alliance) between 25 and 30 European countries take part in the Days, which see around 200,000 visitors. There is a wide range of events on offer during September, around the country. Click here for more information or email bbukjewishheritage@gmail.com / phone 0759 907 7869. Back
University of the Highlands and Islands Millennium Institute: Online MSc/PgCert/PgDip Interpretation

The newly updated online MSc programme in Interpretation: Management and Practice draws together expertise from UHI’s Centre for Interpretation Studies and senior interpretation practitioners, with the support of government agencies and departments and international partners, o deliver first class postgraduate study opportunities for the museums, heritage and natural environment sectors. Delivered online, the programme offers students the flexibility to study at home or at work, with the option to take individual modules as CPD, or follow individually tailored programmes of study to achieve postgraduate certificate (PgCert), postgraduate diploma (PgDip), or master’s degree (MSc) awards. For more information click here, email interpretation@perth.uhi.ac.uk or ring +44 (0) 1738 877371.  Back
The Open University: Understanding Global Heritage course enrolling now for October

This 60 point course from The Open University aims to help students develop a critical understanding of how heritage is created and consumed across different cultures, and the roles heritage fulfils in contemporary and past societies. Using case material from around the world, students will explore the global scope of heritage, from the ways in which local communities use heritage to build their own sense of identity, to the ways in which the state employs heritage in nation building. Enrolments are now open, with the course due to begin in October. Registrations close on 9 September. For more information and to enrol click here  Back
SITUATIONS VACANT

Back
HONORARY / VOLUNTARY POSITIONS

Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site Partnership: Independent Chair required

An outstanding individual is required to chair the Dorset and East Devon Coast World Heritage Site Partnership. The Steering Group for England’s only natural World Heritage Site, the Jurassic Coast, is seeking a high performing individual with experience of partnership working at a senior level to champion its work. This is a unique opportunity to play a leading role in the protection, conservation and presentation of 185 million years of Earth’s history.  The Chair will have excellent communication skills and experience at chairing strategic multi-partner committees.  Ideally they would also have a knowledge of, and passion for, the Jurassic Coast. All appropriate expenses will be reimbursed. For details and to apply click here or contact sam.rose@dorsetcc.gov.uk / 01305 228656. Closing Date is 31 July.  
SALARIED POSITIONS

National Museum Directors’ Conference: Head of Strategy and Delivery

The National Museum Directors' Conference (NMDC) represents the directors of the UK's leading museums and the issues they care about to policy makers and opinion formers. The successful candidate will lead the NMDC. Working with a small staff team and directors of the UK national collections, the successful candidate will further inform and shape the museums cultural policy agendas across the UK. The role involves developing effective networks, particularly in the political and policy sphere; initiating projects to advance the work and aims of museums and running persuasive campaigns to promote key messages. The NMDC is currently chaired by the Director of the Natural History Museum and the job is based at the Museum. Interviews are expected to take place week commencing 26 July. For more details and to apply click here. Salary c. £43,000. Closing date is 14 July.  
The Heritage Lottery Fund: Data Analyst

HLF is recruiting a Data Analyst to join its Strategy and Business Development Team, to be responsible for the management and development of systems used for reporting on HLF grant awards and evaluation results. Other responsibilities include responding to internal and external grant award data requests, including compiling and liaising with internal specialists, and undertaking analysis and reporting of evaluation results. The successful candidate will possess excellent working knowledge of Excel, working knowledge of SPSS and have high levels of numeracy, together with proven experience in data management. Salary range £29,928 - £39,735. Based in London. Closing date is 19 July, with interviews in late July / early August. For more details about this post and to apply on line click here. 
The Council for British Archaeology: Conservation and Community Officer for Wales

The Council for British Archaeology (CBA) aims to make the most of growing opportunities for local participation in the care and appreciation of historic buildings, landscapes and archaeology. CBA is inviting applications for the post of Conservation & Community Officer for Wales to develop CBA’s work as a national amenity society in Wales, advising on heritage casework and expanding its network of knowledgeable volunteers. The officer will also have a role in encouraging public involvement and community engagement with the heritage in Wales, and in promoting CBA’s wider outreach activities. This is a part- time post based in Cardiff, and includes an excellent package of benefits, including a salary of £20,000 – £23,000 pa (pro rate for a 3-day week), plus 10 per cent pension contribution and generous holidays. For more information click here or email conservation@britarch.ac.uk / tel 01904 671417. The closing date is 20 July. Interviews will be held in Cardiff on 27 July.

Notes and subscriptions
Back
Got some news?  If you would like to propose an item for inclusion in Update, please email details to the Editor Emma Robinson no later than midday on the Tuesday prior to publication (Update is published on alternate Fridays). 

1. The Heritage Alliance is a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales Registered Company No 4577804 and a Registered Charity. Charity No 1094793. Registered Office Clutha House, 10 Storey’s Gate, London, SW1P 3AY.

2. Subscription policy: see http://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/heritage-link-update-e-bulletin 
3. If you would like to be included in the circulation list for Heritage Update or if you would prefer to receive Update as an attachment which means that the internal links will work whatever your settings, please email the Editor, Emma Robinson.    

4. If you wish to use or quote from items in Heritage Update, you should always check the accuracy and current position with the source. The Heritage Alliance cannot guarantee the accuracy of, or accept any responsibility for, the contents of Update.

5. Unsubscribing: The Heritage Alliance uses limited details identifying subscribers for the circulation of Update only and never passes on this data to other parties. To unsubscribe, email mail@theheritagealliance.org.uk  giving details in full of all email addresses to be removed. Names of subscribers alone will not be sufficient to unsubscribe. 
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We could draw your own heritage alliance marks to use as embellishments – an oak leaf, a rose, an acorn, a swan, a cross...
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