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Press Release

  20 July 2010
Heritage groups advise Government that focused spending is the key to a positive legacy 

The Heritage Alliance (THA), England’s biggest alliance of heritage interests representing over 80 heritage sector organisations
, has released a statement responding to the Department for Culture Media and Sport’s recently published Structural Reform Plan (SRP). In advance of more detailed polices and plans for heritage and culture, the statement offers thoughts on how best to achieve efficiency savings whilst maintaining the health and prosperity of a sector that contributes £20.6 billion to GDP in heritage tourism a year, supporting a total of 466,000 jobs.

Whilst THA accepts the need for tough decisions to bring public finances back under control, it also believes that the contribution heritage makes to our national wellbeing - our quality of life, for jobs, economic prosperity and for local communities - needs to be properly recognised.

In many ways the heritage sector provides DCMS’s greatest contribution to the Big Society agenda. Two thirds of our historic environment is supported, managed or owned privately and by civil society heritage bodies. The DCMS budget represents a mere 0.8% of total Government spending, reflecting a past history of cumulative cuts
. The 4% of this already modest budget that is apportioned to the built heritage is crucial in bridging the gaps that the market cannot fill. Any cuts to heritage should therefore be proportionate and sufficiently forward looking to avoid overstretching an already meagre budget, and putting valued local heritage assets at risk. 

Loyd Grossman OBE, Chair of The Heritage Alliance, said: “The civil society heritage sector accepts that there will be cuts to historic environment funding and services and we are ready to fill the deficit wherever possible. However, what we would like from the new Government is greater clarity on its attitude and approach to heritage and clear acknowledgement of its important social and economic contribution. This recognition is vital if cuts are to be fair, proportionate and effective.”
The Heritage Alliance has set out a number of priority areas where it thinks financial support should be maintained to ensure ongoing market success. These include:

· Legislative capability - THA urges DCMS to maintain the specialist capability to work with other government departments to frame the primary legislation required to streamline and update the heritage protection regime, either in a separate heritage bill or by incorporating the most important measures into related legislation.
· English Heritage (EH) – Greater and more effective partnership working could be the key to enabling EH to focus its efforts and maximize resources. The non government sector can in many cases deliver services more sensitively and efficiently than government bodies and are well placed to deliver some activities currently undertaken by EH.  However, although civil society heritage organisations may be willing to shoulder services previously provided by government, this cannot be at the risk of sacrificing their own charitable resources. 

· Local government - Professional and specialist skills are vital to maximising the benefits from heritage. As funding and planning powers are devolved from national and regional agencies, Local Authorities need a highly trained workforce to ensure the effective management of the historic environment. Now that much of the ring fencing of local government funds has been dismantled, we urge CLG to make the case for proper resourcing for historic environment services in the forthcoming review of Local Authority finance, and for DCMS to have sufficient resources to work alongside CLG in ensuring local competencies. 
· Support for cultural learning - Department for Education and DCMS should maintain public support for cultural learning and training opportunities for children and adults in which heritage is an integral part. Increased access, skills and understanding are essential if all sections of society are to enjoy this vast resource and learn to care for it in turn.
· European funding - The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has a significant effect on the historic environment both because of the way in which it affects countryside management and because it allows financial support for heritage objectives. Public policy intervention is required through agricultural and rural development policy at home and by monitoring and influencing the future direction of the CAP in Europe. Again DCMS should retain the capacity to work with other Government Departments to secure the best possible outcomes. 

In its statement THA also sets out ideas on what it views as essential activities for Government Departments and Agencies whose work relates to the historic environment, as well as putting forward ideas on where possible saving efficiencies might be achieved. 
Loyd Grossman continues: “The Conservatives’ paper: History of Neglect shows that Government is well aware of the decline in spending on heritage over the last decade. We particularly welcome proposals to restore Heritage Lottery funding as a key part in reversing that long-term decline. However, lottery money can’t provide everything, so Government assistance is still required. We only hope that our advice on support priorities and possible savings are duly considered before any cuts are made”.

ENDS

Notes to Editors:
1. For more information contact: Emma Robinson, Policy and Communications Officer, The Heritage Alliance, Clutha House, 10 Storey’s Gate, London SW1P 3AY emma.robinson@theheritagealliance.org.uk  020 7233 0500, mobile 07866 587 136. 

2. To read The Heritage Alliance’s statement in full, please visit www.theheritagealliance.org.uk 

3. The Heritage Alliance www.theheritagealliance.org.uk was set up in 2002 by national heritage groups in England to promote the central role of the voluntary movement in the sector and to make their voice heard collectively and coherently. It brings together 82 civil society organisations concerned with heritage in England representing interests from specialist advisers, practitioners and managers, volunteers and owners, to national funding bodies and local building preservation trusts. Much of the historic environment is cared for - supported, managed or owned - by these organisations.  
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� THA has 82 members, representing between them over 5 million people in the UK.


� HLF/VisitBritain: investing in Success,  March 2010


� Jeremy Hunt Shadow Secretary of State: History of Neglect, December 2008.
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