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The Common Agricultural Policy 
and the Historic Environment

It is apparent that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has a significant effect on the historic environment both because of the way in which it affects countryside management and because it allows financial support for heritage objectives.

Many will remember the wine lake, the butter mountain and the yellowing of the countryside as oil-seed rape spread across Europe, all consequences of a policy based on subsidised food production. In 1995 a far-reaching reform of EU policies on agriculture and rural development resulted in a significant shift from subsidising food production to supporting agri-environment schemes and the introduction of a 2nd ‘Pillar’ of payments to support the Rural Development Programmes which all member states are required to prepare.

The overall CAP budget for the period 2007-2013 is €374,518 million Euros of which 76% goes to Pillar 1 (single payments direct to farmers) and 24% to Pillar 2.  There are large differences from one member state to another with the UK and Denmark only allocating 6% of their receipts from the CAP to Pillar 2 and Estonia and Romania devoting 59%.  Two other points worth noting are first, that receipts from the CAP under Pillar 2 are ‘modulated’, in other words member states are required to add to the pot from their national budgets, and secondly that Pillar 2 is divided into 4 ‘axes’ (they can be described in short as  increasing competitiveness, improving the environment, improving the quality of life in rural areas and funding Leader projects).

This edifice is due to be restructured again from 2013.

Why does it matter to those of us concerned with the historic environment? Very simply it comes down to money. In England we have chosen to make £90 million per year available to the historic rural environment.  This is the second largest source of public money for the historic environment after the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  Not only is this a significant sum of money, but research carried out by the Countryside and Community Research Unit at the University of Gloucestershire on behalf of DEFRA shows that investment in the historic rural environment has significant social and economic benefits.

The Heritage Alliance has taken the initiative to bring together heritage bodies, wildlife and countryside organisations in order to try and form a view of the way in which the CAP could be used after 2013 to influence the nature, the role and the character of the countryside.  This initiative has been taken up at European level by Europa Nostra who will host a meeting in Brussels of heritage and countryside organisations in March.  Whatever the size of the CAP budget after 2013, however it is allocated between member states, the CAP will continue to be an important factor in determining the character of the countryside and the way in which the historic rural environment, landscape, walls, buildings, etc., are protected and cared for.

The Heritage Alliance will continue to monitor ongoing developments in the CAP reform process and try and influence its direction through the newly formed Rural Heritage Advocacy Group. 
About The Heritage Alliance

The Heritage Alliance unites over 75 national and major regional non-government heritage organisations, representing interests from specialist advisers, practitioners and managers, volunteers and owners, to national funding bodies and organisations leading major regeneration and access projects. They and their members own, manage and care for the vast majority of England’s heritage. Their specialist knowledge and expertise across a huge range of issues is a national resource much of which is contributed on a voluntary basis for public benefit.

The Rural Heritage Advocacy Group, one of the four specialist members’ forums,  aims to review and influence policies that impact on the management of the rural historic environment and to keep the wider membership and others informed of key issues.  

The Heritage Alliance

Clutha House

10 Storey’s Gate

London SW1P 3AY

 +44 (0) 20 7233 0500

mail@the heritagealliance.org.uk
www.theheritagealliance.org.uk   

About Europa Nostra

Europa Nostra is the pan-European federation of non-governmental heritage organisations. It has more than 400 member and associate organisations in 38 countries and a large number of individual members. It campaigns  for heritage at risk, it influences heritage policy at the European level and is known for its European heritage awards and the heritage award scheme it administers for the European Union.

EUROPA NOSTRA
The Voice of Cultural Heritage in Europe / 

La Voix du patrimoine culturel en Europe

Lange Voorhout 35

NL - 2514 EC  Den Haag
T.+31 70 302 40 53 

F.+31 70 361 78 65
lvr@europanostra.org 

www.europanostra.org
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We could draw your own heritage alliance marks to use as embellishments — an oak leaf, a rose, an acorn, a swan, a cross...
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