The Historic Environment and Climate Change

The historic environment sector is committed to developing solutions to mitigate climate change and undertaking action now to adapt our historic buildings and landscapes to the impacts of climate change, ensuring that the historic environment will continue to be enjoyed by generations to come. The heritage sector’s response to climate change is based around these six key statements:

1 The historic environment is a finite resource and we have a responsibility to maintain it for future generations.

2 Changing people’s behaviour is just as important as improving the energy performance of buildings in decreasing carbon emissions.

3 It is possible to respond to climate change and improve the energy efficiency of older buildings without destroying their distinctive character and value. 

4 Re-use and recycling of older buildings is sustainable. 

5 The historic environment and patterns of development can inform and inspire us on how to live in a lower carbon economy. 

6 Some parts of the historic environment will be lost as a result of climate change. Some will need to be adapted to avoid permanent damage. 
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