The Historic Environment in Sustainable Development

Influencing No 10 & the Treasury 
England’s historic environments have a crucial role in the prosperity and competitiveness of the nation. They help cities, towns and rural areas to adapt to modern needs in the most sustainable way. They support today’s communities and industries and are our legacy to the future. We owe it to future generations to make sure it is protected, enhanced and utilised in the most productive way. 
Historic environments are part of the fabric of society. They make places distinctive and attractive to investors and as places to live, work and spend leisure time.  They engender local pride and enjoy tremendous public support.

They contribute to economic development and growth by accommodating innovation, creative industries, knowledge-based industries and enterprise. They also form the basis for tourism and the visitor economy, a large and growing sector of the national economy. 

They are a powerful tool for regenerating areas of decline, deprivation and market failure, making them more prosperous and competitive. At the same time, they can help preserve valued uses and distinctiveness in places of high demand and inflationary pressure.
They accommodate a range of mixed uses and tenures, supporting diversity and minority needs, which are often excluded by comprehensive redevelopment. They support social inclusion by providing accommodation for a range of community facilities, better accessibility and choice for non-car owners, low rental business accommodation, affordable housing, and a basis for transforming under-performing areas and creating new life and employment opportunities. 
Many historic environments are products of a low carbon economy, and still demonstrate more sustainable urban structures and patterns of living.  Their adaptation avoids the loss of embodied energy, additional energy use and landfill associated with demolition and redevelopment. This places greater emphasis on use of human resources rather than scarce physical resources. 
They support learning for all ages and contribute to understanding of our society.
In short, England’s historic environments are among our greatest assets and are a most effective means of reconciling the needs of economy, community and environment. 
Our heritage is valuable but vulnerable. The heritage sector will work with business, public and third sector organisations, developers, communities and Government to:

· Demonstrate and champion the contemporary relevance and public benefit of historic environments to a range of social, economic and environmental aims  
· Encourage research, knowledge and understanding of how places have developed and changed and can continue to adapt to accommodate modern needs
· Support the implementation of the Heritage Protection Review, including ensuring sufficient support for local authorities and for protecting heritage assets in areas of market failure
· Secure greater investment and fiscal support and develop partnerships to trigger regeneration and maintain heritage assets so that they remain a productive  resource for current and future populations 

· Broaden public support and community engagement in the historic environment, giving communities a real say in decisions affecting their local areas and drawing on local knowledge and aspirations.
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