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England’s historic environment is particularly rich and varied; it is our legacy to the future. We owe it to future generations to make sure it is protected and enhanced.

The historic environment is all around us. It makes places distinctive, enjoyable and successful.  

It enjoys tremendous public support.

It contributes to the economy by attracting tourism and investment and providing a focus for successful regeneration.

And it can be an effective catalyst for learning, at all ages.  
Our heritage also has something to offer some of the most pressing issues facing the nation today:

It can help us to define our local and national identities - helping us to understand ourselves as well as those around us

It helps people be proud of where they live – creating places where people want to be.

It can provide perspective in a fast-changing world – creating confidence about the future.

It can teach us lessons about how to live in a low carbon economy.  

In short, England’s historic environment is one of our greatest assets.  

But we cannot take it for-granted.  Our heritage is valuable but vulnerable. Securing these benefits now and in the future demands action and investment – from the sector, government, business and all who care for our heritage.   Over the coming years, the heritage sector will work together to:

· Demonstrate and champion the contemporary relevance and public benefit of the historic environment

· Encourage research, knowledge and understanding of how places have developed and changed  

· Support the implementation of the Heritage Protection Review, including ensuring sufficient support for local authorities 

· Secure greater investment and fiscal support for maintaining the assets so that they remain in good condition for current and future generations to enjoy 

· Broaden public support and engagement in the historic environment around us – involving people more closely, helping them share their passion and knowledge more widely and encouraging everyone to inform decisions about what matters and why.
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